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HowSamora
Machelsigned
Therewasmotiue
for thethen
SouthAf,rican
gouernmenttokíII
MozambiqLrc's
SamoraMachel,
and thereis
plenty of euídence
to back up these
claims,writes
Debora Patta

obert Ktby's article on the
Samora MacheÌ crash
(June 19to 25) is devoid of
E
Ianycontext.Hewritesasif
South Africa in 1986was a perfectÌy
normal society,with a judiciaÌ system above reproach and a defence
force that would never stoop to dirty
tricks. Those at the receiving end of
apartheid's evil deedsneed no convincing as to what this coÌÌntry's former rulers were capabÌeof.
South Africa was perfectly capabìe of kiÌling Mozambican president
SamoraMachel, and infacthad tried
on several occasions to assassinate
him. F\rrthermore, the South A-fi:ican
DefenceForce (SADF) was equipped
with sophisticatedbeaconequipment
that was part ofits covert operations
used during the Angolan war.
One has to ask why South Africa
always hauled out Judge Cecil Margo whenever it neededto conduct a
sensitive aviation inquiry. At the
time of the crash, the SADF was under suspicion. The mere fact that
Judge Margo was an honorary
colonel with ties to the old South
AÍiican Air Force was reason
enough for him to excuse himself
from the inquiry into the Machel
crash. But during the apartheid days
it was customary for the accusedto
investigatethemseÌves.
Kirby dazzlesand bamboozles
readers with complicated, technicaÌ
jargon. But he has only regurgitated
the findings of a l2-year-old commission of inquiry that - at best chose to ignore critical evidence.
What did the South Africans have
to gain by kiÌling Machel? Kirby argues that "with Samora Machel's
death South Africa was much diminished. We lost a neighbour of
imagÍnation, purpose and optimism.
With the Nkomati Accord signed, a
new chapter ofco-operationhad been
opened.There was nothing to gain,
even for the apartheid regime."
In terms of the Nkomati Accord,
the African National Congress was

unceremoniousìy booted out of
Mozambique and South Africa
agreed to stop alÌ military and logistical support for the rebel Mozambican group Renamo.
But history telÌs a different story.
Machel had entered into a pact with
the devil and signed what many
would argue was his own death warrant.
The accord was a charade. South
Africa had no intention of living up
to it. Even as leadersofthe two countries were shaking hands, supplies
were being flown to Renamo. Pretorla was beefing up its Casa Banana
base in Gorongosa. And when Casa
Banana was captured by FYelimo a
year after the accord, documentsleft
behind showed that Machel had been
cheated.
Supplies continued to be flown into the base,an airstrip had been buiìt
there ând one of its most frequent
visitors was South Africa's deputy
foreiga minister Louis Nel.
South Africa also initiated Renamo operations out of bases in
Malawi, which had becomea focal
point for destabiìisation.Mozambi
can protests to MaÌawi culminated
in a visit to Blantlre on September
111986by Machel, Zambia'sKenneth
Kaunda and Zimbabwe's Robert lVÍtt
gabe.
In his bookMochel of MozambÍque
Ian Christie writes: "When Machel
set out on that trip he was angry. He
detested[Malawi presidentHastings]
Banda and had on severaìoccasions
described him in my presenceas a
fascist."
During a two-hour meeting, a furious Machel presented Banda with
a dossiercontaining evidenceof active suppoÌ1 for Renamo by Malawi
and South Africa. The documentation included a photocopy of a
Maìawian passportissuedto Renarno
ìeaderAfonso Dhlakama.
On his return to Maputo, Machel
let off steam at a media conference
where he toÌd journalists: "We will

place missiles along the border with
Malawi if support to the bandits is
not encled.And we will closethe border to tratïic between Malawi and
South Africa going through Mozambique." That was a serious threat: an
averageof70 trucks a day were passing through Mozambique's Tete
province on the international route
to the ports ofSouth Africa.
Shorfly after the meeting, Renamo
launched a three-pronged conventional military invasion of Mozambique from MaÌawi. The invading
militery columns were Ìed by white
soldiers believed to be members of
the South African Special Forces
(reccies).
And that's when Machel drove another naiÌ into hÍs coffin. During a
visit to the province of Tete, which
borders Malawi, he said: "The
Malawian authorities have made
their country a basefor mercenaries
of various nationalities, but princi
pally South African soldiers. I think
president Banda is not responsible.
I think ministers, soldiers, members
of the poÌiceand the Malawian security have been bought by the South
Africans and other countries I don't
want to name now, although there is
evidence ofthis""
was pÌanning to fire
I
Iachel
of his generals for
llflseveral
I U I profitins from the war with
Renamo, but never Ìived to carry this
out.
On October6 1986,General Magnus MaÌan threatened Machel personaìÌy, following an alleged landmine explosion near the area where
Machel's pÌane woulcl crash 13 days
later.
"Ifpresident MacheÌ choosesÌandmines, South Africa will react accordingly. If he allows a Moscowinspired revolutionary war against
South Africa, he must aÌso be prepared to take responsibility. Ifhe
choosesterrorism and revolution, he
will cÌash head on with South
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Africa," warned the general.
The stage had been set for an attempt on Machel's life, but as his widow Graça Machel has said: "We never expectedSouth Afi:ica to attack the
presidential plane."
And so it was on October19,on a
dark, stiìl night in Mbuzini, a
Tupolev 134crashed into hilly terrain, kilÌing MacheÌ and 34 otÌrers.
Only nìne peoplesurvived the acr:i
dent.
One oftìe first peopleon the scene
ofthe crash site was a local resident
who, fearing for his safety, will only
give his name as Mike. Becausehe
knew the area well and was abÌe to
negotiate the diÍficult mountainous
terrain, he was taken to the sceneof
the crash by local poÌice.
To his surprise, he found securi
ty police already on the scene."The
injured were crying and moaning,
the plane wreckage was scatteredaìÌ
over. I was the only one who was a
civilian."
Nobody seemedparticularly concerned about providing much-needed
medical assistance,he says.Instead,
poÌice combed tÌrrough wreckage, demanding that survivors tell them
where Samora Machel was. "I don't
know what they told them, but they
went back to the wreckage and came
back with a briefcase and they put it
on top ofone ofthe car's boots and
started searching it. I knew if they
found me I would be in big trouble
becausewhat they were doing was
unlawfuÌ. They were not supposedto
search the briefcase."
The next day Mike was forced to
go into hiding becauseSADF soldiers
repeatedlyvisited his home looking
for him.
A crash survivor, Machel's chief
bodyguard Fernando Manuel João,
echoesMike's words. IÌe had waìked
a considerabÌe distance in search of
help, and ai midnight had managed
to corÌtactthe Komatipoort poÌice
through the radio ofa Ìocal religious
mission.
When he returned to the crash
site, he found that "the South
Africans were not at âÌl concerned
with the lives of the wounded. They
were just messing around with the
other things there." João was furious with the South Africans for "refusing to take the wounded to hospital."
The then foreign affairs minister,
Pik Rotha, later admitted documents
had been removed lrom the wreckage, providing details ofa pÌanned
Mozambican strike against Malawi.
Rotha says: "Yes, technically that
wculd have been a violation ofdipiomatic practice, certainly. But this
was done probably to find out what
was being discussed,but with respect
this has nothing to do with the crash
or the causesofthe crash."
Des Lynch was sect\olonel
I
onded ftomthe South Aftican
Force to assist with the
Yeir
probe into the crash. For the record,
he sayshe's convinced the crash was
causedby pilot error. But he has
strong words about the way police
and the Department of Foreign Affairs conducted themselves.
"From the nÌst moment that the
news was broken by the minister of
foreign affairs on the SABC at ?am
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that ìed to confusion ...Even the minister... who caJledimpromptu press
conferences,who leaked infonnation
to the press, made allegations about
drunken behaviour and unserviceable equipment, thhgs he knew very
Iittle about, only confusedmatters."
To this day there are Ìnany people who believe the Russian crew on
board tÌre Tupolev 134were drunk,
although there was not a shred ofevidenceto support this. "Those allegatioÌls ÌÌradean impact ... For a long
time [they] contaminatedthe investigation," he says.
Another bone of contention was
the critical cockpit voice recording,
known as the black box. On tÌre day
of the crash, civiì aviation investigator Piet de Klerk handed the black
box over to police for safekeeping.It
would be nearly six weeks before he
saw that crucial piece ofevidence
again.The black box was passedon
to General Lothar Neethling, who
headedthe police forensicÌaboratory - and is shown, in originaÌ police
foola8eofthe accident. tranìping
through the wreckage.
In the days and weeks that folÌowed the accident there was much
politicaÌ posturing between South
Africa and the Soviet Union, until it
was eventuaìÌy agreedthat accident
investigatorswould fly to the Soviet Union to listen to the black box in
the presenceof their Russian counteÌ'parts.
But, saysLlmch, IiteraÌly days before they were due to fly to Moscow,
poìice forensics were still refusing
to part with the precious evidence.
"We'd now got to the stagewhere we
had to sue the police to give us the
boxesback ... Not until lawyers'Ìetters were served on the poÌice did
they releasethe boxes.
"De Klerk ...describedhow he put
[the boxes]in black plastic bagsand
sealedthem and they were muddy
and dirty and whatever - and the
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day that we arrived here they were
spotless.There are ÌittÌe hoÌes and
things that are plugged with wax,
and the wax was gone. We did not
know whether they'd been opened
or X-rayed and the more questions
we put to the police the more obtuse
they became.So we left here just
hoping they would work and ...
everything we got from the boxes
was excelìent."
^Õ. 6 Vysiì3ye a motive and a coninatedinvestigation.But
\tam
s go one srep iunher ano
Yier
look for a suspect,a modus operandi
and a smoking gun. For tÌrat we traveI to Italy to meet Umberto F\rsaroli
Casadei.
lfyou saw Casadeiwaìking down
the street, you would hardly give
him a secondgÌance.He looks like
every other ki1Ídly old ltalian man
you flnd in the villages of ltaly, who
adores his graúdchildren and passes the days hanging out at the local
espressobars or cheering for his
favourite soccer team. But behind
this apparentordinarinessis a remarkable story. He has rubbed
shoulders with some of Alrica's
greatest leaders and survived more
than one assassinationattempt.
Casadei was just 16 years old
when he was forced to watch his father and two uncles being publicly
executedby FYancoMussolini's fascists during WorÌd War II in northern ltaÌy. This scarred him for life,
and he vowed thentoflght oppression in every corner ofthe globe.
It was this that led him to Samora Machel, wìrom he fought with
against the Portuguese coìonialists.
After independencehe becameone
of Machel's most husted lieutenants,
operating in the dangerous world of
counter-espionage.Casadei was a
double agent,pretending to work for
South African military intelligence
(NII) while secretly passing crucial
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information directÌy to MacheÌ. He
u/as paid R600a month by SoutÌr
Africa for his false Ml reports, money that ironically went straight into
Mozambican government coffers.
One of his regula-rcontacts was a
female MI agent whom he has identified but asked that we call simply
"Maureen". It was during a routine
meetilg with Maureen that Casadei
stumbled on the informatior.r that
South African and Mozambican
agcnts were plotting to kill MacheÌ.
He describedhoW"she askedme
if the South Africans could trust the
Mozambicans. Becausethey had
asked the South Africans: ifthev as-
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his
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to te i l thi m
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sistedin killing Samora,what would
tÌre South Africans do to help those
who'd assistedin the murder to take
over power in Maputo?"
Now that he knew the identities
of the MozambicanofficiaÌsplanning
on betraying their leader, Casadei
went straight to MacheÌ and begged
him to Ìet him kill the two generals.
"Samora now knew who was plotting against him, but he refused[to
letl me kiÌl them, he did not give me
the permit to kilì them. And so he
gavethem time to kill him. This was
the big probÌem," said Casadei,shaking his head regretfully.
It was not long after this that the
crash occurred.
IJevastatedby the ìoss of one of
his dearest friends, Casadei dedicated himself to investigating the
cause ofthe crash. By 1994he had
coÌlected enough information to go
pubìic with his story, speakingout
in Mozambicanradio intetviews anrl
newspaperarticÌes.He ìinked top
Mozambicanard St-ruthAfrican gov.
ernmentofficialslo the conspiracy
to kilÌ Machel and provided critical
technical information.
lle paid a heavy price for his
courage.Assassinsopenedfire on
Ìrim on two occasions.The first time,
convincedthey'd kilÌed him as he sat
at the wheel ofhis Landrover, they
taunted him by saying ttre buÌlets
were a messagefrom the Mozamibican generaÌshe'd named as accomplices in the president'smulder But
he survived, driving hintseÌf, badly
wounded,to hospital.
Several months later another
round of bullets was emptied into
Casadei'b
s o d y a n d a g a i nm i r a c u lously he survived. But by now
things had becometoo dangerous,
and this time he was forced to flee
Mozambique and return to the town
of his birth in Norlhern Italy.
Casadei'sstory is reinforced by a
foreign inteÌÌi gencedocument frorn

a neighbouring country in the possessionofRadio 702.The document
names the Malawian, Mozambican
and South African agents who conspired in the pÌot to kiÌl Machel. The
Mozambicans named in the report
are the very sameoneswho sent assassinsto kill Casadei.
The document statesthat South
Africa was charged with the responsibility <lfoverseeing the tecltnical aspectsof the crash. Senior
South African generaÌs and a Cabinet minister are named in the reporL
South African military intelligencewas given the task ofrecruiting an airport oÍficial from Mozambique. According to the report, the
airport official was paid a total of
R1,S-milÌion to assist the South
Africans by switching offeither the
Maputo radar system or the beacon.
'l'herepoú
statesthat this person
"travelled to Zimbabwe to close the
deal with his foreign counterparts
with the heÌp of a Mozambican official who got him a medicaì certifi
cateto justify his absence.Payrnents
were made in two parts ... Afïer the
deal the Malawians and the South
Aíricans started to monitor the control tower and the communications
in it."
(Radio702is in possessionofthe
dates those payments were made
and the banking institutions where
the money was deposited.However,
this could not be double-checkedbecause the banks concerned do not
keep recordsgoing that far back.)
The airport officiaì wouÌd Ìater
ensure that the N{aputo beacon and
radar systemwas/wereswilchedotr,
making it easier to operatea decoy
beacontransmitting a signal on the
same waveÌength as the Maputo
beacon.
The report statesthat on the night
of the accident a decoy beaconwas
usedto divert the plane offcourse.
To PÂGE 26

