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(c) Moscow"World Service"in English1800gmt 12 Nov 86
Excerptsfrom report:
The circumstances of the crash of the plane with President Machel of
Mozambiqueon board was the main questionat the briefing in the presscentre of the
by a Deputy Minister for Civil Aviation of the USSR,
Soviet ForeignMinistry addressed
Ivan Vasin [Voice to translationJ:
In line with the rules of the International Ciül Aviation Organisation,South
Africa has been made responsiblefor investigatingthe circumstancesof the crash,as úe
country whereit occurred.But the South African authoritieshavein fact beenblocking
the investigation.Th.y have been unwilling to decodethe recordingsmade by onboard
instrumentskept in the socaüed black box, which is in South Africa. An understanding
to decodethe recordingswas reachedbetweenthe SovietUnion, Mozambiqueand South
Africa. South Africa has also been avadingother (?co-operations)envisagedby ICAO
of the crash.
rulesto investigatethe circumstances
of the matter.
Rumoursand speculationsare being spreadto distort the essence
Ivan Vasin said that all the cÍewmenwere skilled specialistswith a vast experienceof
flights on international routes in any weatherconditions. . . The aircraft had navigational
equipment that fully met the present-dayinternationalstandardsof flight safety.Not a
singlecaseof malfunctioning had been recorded during the flight which is confirmed by
the crew's radio contacts with ground control and by testimony of the survivedair
mechanic,Vladimir Novoselov.A medicai commissionhas refuted allegationsthat the
crew were drunk asan invention,Ivan Vasinsaid.
Ivan Vasin and the executivesecÍetaryof the Sovietcommissionfor ICO affairs,
Boris (?Ryzhenkov),drew the journalists'attention to the fact that the plane had been
strictly on route. At 100 km from Maputo it made a 35 degreeturn and flew towards
South Africa's border.Maputo's groundcontrollerswere unableto follow the flight since
úey did not have radars.As for South Africa's service,judging by radio contacts,they
controlled [sic: i.e. monitored] the presidentialplane'sflight continually,but no report
of a changeof the plane'scoursecameto Maputo from South Africa. The crew altered
courseso sharply only as a result of changedreadingsgiven by the navigationalinstruments fïxed for Maputo airport frequency,Ivan Vasin and Boris (?Ryúenkov) believe.
This becamepossibleunder condition that the magnetic field was changedand a new
powerful radio beaconappeared. . . that signalleda falsecourse.The plane'smanoeuvring
was also indicative.The çrew preparedto land in Maputo but there wasno needto move
so far away from the landing site.
Ivan Vasin and Boris Ryzhenkov then focusedon the fact that South African
military specialists
arrivedat the sceneof the plane'sfall 15 minutesafterthe crash.Such
are indisputablefacts. The final conclusionscan be made only after decodingthe black
box readings,and decodinghasnot yet startedthroughSouth Africa's fault. . .
[Note: A Tassreport of the pressbriefing(in English1534gmt 12 Nov 86) said
Vasin had rejectedas "malicious concoctions"the South African authorities'allegation
úat the crew of the airliner had been drunk. The flight to Maputo had proceeded
normally and the crew had had "no complaintsabout health". The TU-l34 airliner had
beenbuilt "late in 1980", Tasssaid.]
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