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f o r c e s  i n  A n g o l a  a n d  l v l o z a m b i q u e
h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c l o s i n g  a l l  b u t  t h e
T a z a r a  r a i l  l i n k  t o  D a r  e s  S a l a r m  a n d
t h c  S w a z i l a n d - t o - f v l a p u t o  l i n e .

A s  a  r e s u l t  r h e  F r o n r l i n e  s t a t e s
depcnd on South i \ f r ica for  more than
h a l f  o f  t h e i r  i r n p o r t - e x p o r r  r r a d e ,
r v h i c h  l e a v e s  t h e m  e x t r e m e l y
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  . S o u t h  A t r i c a n  c o u n t e r -
measures.

T h c  r e o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  r a i l  a n d
p i p e l i n e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  F l a r a r e  a n d
B e i r a  w o u l d  b e  c m c i a l  f o r  t h e  a b i l i t y
o t  t h e  S A D C C  c o u n r r i e s  t o  b r e a k
South r \ f r ica 's  s t ranglehold on them.' [ -he 

threat  to  lv ta lawi  could not  only
d i s r u p t  R e n a m o ' s  a e  t i v i t i e s  b u t  f o r c e
South Afr ica 's  only  Afr ican a l ly  to  the
n o r ( h  i n t o  t h e  c a m p  o f  t h e  F r o n t l i n e
s t a t € S .

A  d e c i s i o n  o n  S e p t e m b e r  I  I  b y
Nlozambique and Nla lawi  to  establ ish a
j o i n t  s e c u r i t . y  a n d  d e f e n c e  c o m m i s s i o n

was immediate ly  fo l los 'ed by whar has
been descr ibed as a mass expLr ls ion of
Renamo forces f rom thr t  country .

I n  f a c t  t h e ' e r p c l l e d "  s o l d i e r s  r + e r e
a l l  h e a v i l y  a r m e d ,  s o  t h a r  b y
W e d n e s d l y  t h i s  u , c e k  a  J o h a n n e  s b u r g
m o r n l n g  n c w s p l p e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t
" r e b c l  f o r c r s  r p p . r r  t o  b c  g r i n i n g  t h e
u p p e r  h a n d  o v e r  t h e  N { o z a m b i c a n
a r m y  i n  n o r t h e r n  l r l o z a m b i q u e " .

P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e t h  K a u n d a  o f
Z a m b i a  a c c u s e d  l v l a l a r v i  o f  h a v i n g
l a u n c h e d  a n  i n v a s i o n ,  r v h i c h  h e
d e s c r i b e d  a s  S o u t h  A f r i c a n - b r c k e d ,
f rorn i rs  ter r i tory .

B o t h  t h e s e  t h r e a t s  -  t o  r e o p c ' n  t h e
B c i r a  c o r r i d o r  a n d  b l o c k r d e  l v l a l a w i
-  h a v e  c l c a r l y  s l r u c k  a  c h o r d  i n
I ' rc tor ia ,  rv l rerc l  rnore harvk ish mood
h a s  p r e d o r n i n n t e d  s i n c e  t h e
i n t e r n l t i o n u l  s a n c t i o n s  c a n r p a i g n  t o o k

o f f  i n  J u n c .
T h e  d c c i s i o n  t o  s e n d  h o m e  t h e

One frontline: From the townships
N l O Z A i v l B I Q L I E ,  h l s  b e c r r  r e d t r c e d  b y
R c r r i r m o ' s  r v a r  o f  d c s t r u c t i o n  t o  l i t t l e
l r t , r r u  l h ; r n  a  r c o g r . r p l r i c ; r l  c < p r t s s i o n .

Y c t  i t s  s t n r t c g i c  v u l L r c  a s  s o u t h c r n
r \ f r i c a ' s  l i t ! l i n c  f r o n r  t h e  s o u r h  h a s
r n a q n i f i e d  i n  t h e  r v a k e  o f  t h e
i r r t c r r r . i t i o n a l  s : r r r c l i o n s  c a m p : i g n
a g a i n s t  r p a r r h e i c l .

[ ' f c t o t  i i l ' S  d c ' c i s i , r r r  t o  r c [ 1 ] t r i u t c
m o r c  t h r n  6 0  0 0 0  N l o z - a r n b i c a n
n r i l r e r s ,  J  s c ! e r c  f o r r n  o l  c c o n o r n i c
s a n c l i o n s ,  d i d  n o t  t a k c  S a n r o r a
i t l a c h e l ' s  c m b r t r l e d  F r e l i m o
g o v e r n n r e n t  b y  s u r p r i s e .

N o r  d i d  i t  s u r p r i s c  t h c r n  t h a t  l a s t
rveek 's  arrnounc.ment  jL ls t  happencd to
c o i n c i d e  r v i t h  a  f r e s h  o f f c n s i v e  o f
R c n a m o  r e b c l  f o r c e s  f r o m  i r l a l a r v i
i n r o  t h c  n o r t h  o f  N l o z a n r b i q u e .

Nor shoLLld i t  havc surpr iscd anyone
r v h o  h a s  r e a d  J o s e p h  f l l n l o n ' s
r e c e n t l y - p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  " A p a r t h e i d ' s
S c c o n d  F r o n t " ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  s h o w s

S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  ' ' w a r "  
o n  i t s

n e i g h b o u r s  t o  b e  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  i t s
b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  b l a c k
S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  r h e  t o r v n s h i p s .

' T h e  
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i s

c o r n b i n i n g  c c o n o m i c ,  r n i l i t a r y  a n d
p o l i t i c a l  m e a n s  t o  h o l d  i t s  n c i g h b o u r s
h o s t a g e  r o  p r o t c c t  i r s e l  I  a g a i n s t
i n t c r n a t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e , "  t h e  b o o k ' s
d u s t  c o v c r  s a y s  p r o p h e r i c a l l y .

" W h e r e  i t  c a n n o t  f o r c e  t h o s e
c c u n t r i e s  i n r o  l i n e  b y  m i l i t a r y
a q q r e s s i o n  a n d  e c o n o m i c
d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n ,  . S o u t h  A f r i c a  i s
p r e p a r e d  t o  i m p o s e  i t s  o r v n  s a n c t i o n s . "

T w o  e v e n t s  i n  r e c e n t  r v e e k s  h a v e
a c c e l e r a t e d  t h c  p J c c  o f  e v c n t s  i r r
N l '  r z r m b i q u e .

T h c  f i r s t  w a s  a  r h r c a r  b y  r h e
F r o n t l i n e  s t a t e s  t o  i m p o s e  c o r r n t e r -
c o u n t e r - s a n c t i o n s  b y  b l o c k a d i n g
l a n d l o c k e d  N l a l a w i  u n l e s s  i t  s t o p p e d
i ts  suppor t  for  Renarno.

No mat te r  what  the  ou tcome o f
the  Renamo war ,  the  fu tu re  i s

d i s m a l  i n  M o z a m b i q u e ' s
c o u n t r y s i d e ,  w h e r e  m i l l i o n s  t a c e

t h e  t h r e a t  o f  f a m i n e .  P H I L L I P
V A N  N I E K E B K  r e p o r t s

T h e  s e c o n d  l v a s  t h e  d c c i s i o n  b y  t h e

U n i t c d  S t a t e s  c o n q r e s s  t o  i m p o s e .

s x n c t i o n s  o n  S o u t h  A f l r i c a ,  c o u p l e d  b y

n r o v e s  i n  t h e  t j S  a n d  t h e  W e s t  t o

r c o p c n  t h e  " B e i r a  c o r r i d o r " ,  c r c a t i n g
a n  a l t c r n a t i v c  p a s s a S c w a y  f o r
c o u n t r i c s  s u c h  a s  Z a n r b i a  a n d
Z i r t r b a b r v c .

W h c n  t h c  S o L r t h c r n  A f r i c a n
[ ) c v c l o p r i r c n t  C o - o r d i n t l i o n  C o n f e r -
encc \ ! 'as fornrcd in  1980 as an at tcnrpt
t o  l o o s e r r  s o u t h c r r l  r \ f r i c a ' s
dep, ;nc lcnce on South Afr ica,  a l l  scven
r n a j o r  S r \ [ ) C C  r a i l  l i n k s  w e r e
o p e r a t l n g .

S i n c e  t h c n  S o u r h  A f r i c a n - b a c k e d
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through to Tete
Nlozambican mlners -  a  move tota l ly
u n c o n n e c t e d  t o  a l l e g e d  A f r i c a n
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  i n s u r g e n c y  a n d  t h e
l a n d m i n e  b l a s r  i n  w h i c h  s i x  S o u t h
A f r i c a n  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e
b e e n  w o u n d e d  -  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e
b e e n  a i m e d  a t  w e a k e n i n g  N l a c h e l ' s
a l ready devastated economy.

P r e t o r i a ' s  s t r a t e g i s t s  c o u l d  w e l l
have in  mind the "Lesotho opl ion"  in
which economic pressure,  in  that  case
a b lockade of  the border ,  prec ip i ta ted

a  c o u p  w h i c h  o v e r t h r e w  t h e
government  of  Leabua Jonathan.

A  m a s s i v e  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n  c a m p a i g n
on the SABC and in  the Sourh Afr ican
p r e s s  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  m o o t e d  t h e
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  c o a ' l i t i o r r  b e t w e e n
Renamo and sect ions of  Fre l imo.  This
is  more l ike ly  to  be envisaged than a
Renamo takeover .

A jo in t  govemme nt  in  Mozambique

u n d e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  w i n g  w o u l d

c o n t r o l  t h e  B e i r a  c o r r i d o r  a n d
provide Malawi  wi th  an out le t  to  the
s e a  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  t o  g o  t h r o u g h
Zimbabwe.

Sources c lose to Renamo to ld the
Weekty NIail they did not want simply
t o  s t e p  i n t o  F r e l i m o ' s  s h o e s  a n d
i n h e r i t  N l o z a m b i q u e ' s  p r o b l e m s
wi thout  guarantees of  massive fore ign
a i d .  N o r  d i d  t h e y  w a n t  a  s i t u a t i o n
where Fre l imo would return to  the

b u s h  a n d  w a g e  w a r  o n  a  R e n a m o
govemment in  lv , [aputo.

Apar t  f rom launching a campaign of
terror ,  mut i la t ion and death on the
people of  Nlozambique,  Renamo has

b o m b e d  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  s i n g l e
economic target  in  the Mozambican
c o u n t r y s i d e .  I t  w i l l  t a k e  b i l l i o n s  o f
ntet ica ls  to  restore the country  to
v iabi l i ty  whi le ,  as a resul t  o f  drought

a n d  R e n a r n o  a c t i v i t i e s ,  m i l l i o n s  o f
Nlozambicans are fac ing famine and
s t a r v a t i o n .

The Renamo sources denied charges

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b a n d i t s  w i t h  n o

real  leadership,  say ing there was a

c l e a r  l e a d e r s h i p  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h

Alfonso Dhlalama at its head.

D h l a k a m a  i s  a  f o r m e r  F r e l i m o

o f f i c i a l  w h o  w a s  b o o t e d  o u t  f o r

corrupt ion.
The one weakness in  the aPParent

South Afr ican st rategy is  that  there

h a s  b e e n  n o  s i g n  o f  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n

Frelimo in the face of lhe crisis and at

th is  s tage a Lekhanya-sty le mi l i tary

coup is  unl ike ly .

And the Front l ine s tates,  a long wi th

m o s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y ,

are as determined to hold the l ine in

Mozambique -  the key to southern

Africa - as the South Africans are to
press i t  back.

a n d l o c k e d  s t a t e s  l a c e  s a n c t i o n s  a n d  c o u n t e r  s a n c t i o n s
as  the  pressure  on  South  Af r i ca  inc reases


