
Lord Mayor offers an apology
to Portuguese leader and
crit icizes neïrysp aper r e port
B.v A. ÌVI. Rendel
Diplomatic C orrespondent

'  
:  *be ceutrepiece yesterday of
Dr Õaetano's visi t  to London was
tbe luncheon given at the

S4l.nsion House by Lord Mais,

!üffi,ord Mayor. 'Ihis was an
ffiiou for both the Portugüese

ffi

ffie lVlinister and the Lord

tt?or to ernphasize the import-

#ie of trade in Anglo-Portu-

üifu. relat ions. But Lord Mais
ff iently wished to make soÌÌre

fftic apology for the demon-

Gtion against Dr Caetano at
frenwich the night before, and
ff iouple with this sharp cri t i -
trFh of the publication by Tlrc
Times-though Ìre did rrot men-
tion the newspaper by name-of
the report of t Ìre al leged
Inqssacre at Wiriyamu 0n the

{}$ ct Dr Caetanot visit.'*  Thc Lord I\ íavor's sDeech rvas
a lso remarkabLe for '  the o l r t -
spokenly  caut ionary  note which
lre struck over the IJuropean
Communi ty .

Lord i \ {a is  spoke of  Por tugaì
as poss ib ly  the o ldest  f r iend and
al ly  that  Br i ta in  had i rad or  evcr
would have.  a  f r iend of  600 years
standing.

He then reca l led that  Br i tarn
hac l  become a member  o f  t ì re
Hulouean Conrntun i tv  a t  t l re  be-
g i r r u i ì r . q  ' r f  t h i s  yea r .  "  I  do  t t o t
doubt  for  a  monlen[ , "  Lord Mais

sa id .  "  that  i t  caused you con '
cern as i t  caused concern to
some of us in this country, and
I was one of them, not because
we did not see the advantages
of erìtry into Euro.pe, but be-
cause r,ìie saw in that entry a
possible threat to our tradit ional
trade with our old fr iends irr
rhe Commonweal th  and in  o ther
parts of the rvorld. and of course
with Portugal."

Lord IVIais went on aririd con-
siderable applause from a num-
ber of guests, many of whom had
close l inks with Portugai: " We
in London much regret the
accusat ions which are be ing
made against your country, and
one may r.r 'el l  ask, 'Why are they
made just at this part icular
nronlent of t ime ? Could there
be a mot ive behi r td  the
tirnings ? '

"  f  think there probablY
could .  Obv ious ly  invest igat ions
and explanations n' i l l  be forth-
cc ln t ing.  I r r  the meanwhi le  we in
the City do rtot judge old fr iencls
t ru less rve have conc lus ivc  proof .
Some of us, fortunately, ireard
an errt irely dif ferent story fronr
a most  re ì iab le  and a lso qu i te
unbiasec l  source.  I  for  one pre
fer  to  be] ieve that  vers ion than
what  I  read in  some of  the press.

In  h is  rep ly  Dr  Caetano,
beginning r,vi th a graceful refer-
ence to  the Ci ty ,  sa ic l  that  a  v ìs i t
to  Br i ta in  which d id  not  inc lude
the jus t ly  famous "  Square

Ì\{i le " would alway.s be incom-
pÌete.

He then t raced br ief Ìy the his-
tory of  the al l iance and said that
before the f i rs t  pol i t ical  r reaty
was sìgned ( in 1373),  Portu-
guese and Engl ish merchants
had been for  many years t ravel-
l ing to olle anothè-r's country.
The f lex ib i l i tv  of  the al i iance
had errablecl  

-  
i t  to wi thstand

occasionaÌ  d i f ferences in var ious
f ie lds between the two nat ions,
and lvould cont inue to do so.

Dr Caetano then emphasized
that  Br i ta in 's membership of  the
European Community must  nor
be al lowed to damage t rade
relat ions between Portugal  and
Bri ta in.  "  We must rvork to en
sure t Ì rat  our t rade grotvs beyond
the record f igure,  reached last
year .  o f  t 145m each  way . "

He  addec l  :  "  Po r tuga l  has
a l ready  made  a  t rade  ag reement
rv i th the Common Market .
Unt i l  we succeed in making the
world itself our rnarket, let
Europe at  least  be a market  for
Europeans."

F ina l l y  he  assoc ia ted  h imse l f
wholehear" tedly rv i th the T,ord
I l layor 's  toast  to the future of
Ang lo -Por t l l guese  re la t i ons .

Ear l i e r  Ì \ 4 r  Pe te r  Wa lke r ,  t he
Secretary of  State for  Ï ' radc and
Industry,  had cal led uÌ)oÌ1 Dr
Caetano at  the '  ,  Portuguese
Emba.ssy  fo r  a  ta l k  on  t rade
nÌat Ì  ers.
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