
Reported massacre in Mozambique: how it was made knorvn
From Father Adrian Hosting,t
Sir,  The massacre of WiriYamu took-
p lace  about  25  k i lomet res  so t r th  o t
ihe  town o f  Te te  o r t  December  16 .
1972.  Anvone who has  l i ved  in
Afr ican ruial areas knowl that i t  is
nex t  to  imposs ib le  a t  th is  d is tance to
ind ica te  w i th  abso lu te  p rec is ion  l tow
one ar r i ves  a t  a  par t i cu la r  v i l lage  o f f
anv main road. The SundoY [ele'
g,r-aph's _map does in Íact continrte
even today  to  pu t  i t  in  the  \ ,v rong
p lace .  lV i r i yamu is .  o r  ra ther  was '
à  v i l lage  w i th in  the  t r iang le  made t rp
by the Zambezí, i ts tr ibutarY the
I\{azoe r iver, and the 

' fete-Beira road.
Consequently i t  is east of that road
not west of i t .  I iather I \ t iguel Antoni,
a  sen io r  p r ies t  who l tas  worke 'd  fo r
years  in  the  San l 'edro  nr iss ion  a l td
knowr  the  v i l lage  rve l l ,  has  to ld  me
persona l ly  tha t  he  is  w i l l i ng  to  ider r -
t i f v  i t  t o  a n  i n i e r l r a t i o n a l  c o n r m i s -
s ion .  l le  on ly  le f t  ì \ lozambique (he
\ , ì 'as  no t  expe l led)  in  À Íarch  o f  th is
year.

Be ing  fa i r l v  c lose  lo  t ì te  to rvn  o f
Tete ,  Wi r iyamu l rad  someth ing  o f  the
character of a dormitory vi l lage--a
number  o f  i t s  inhab i tan ts  workcd  in
Tete and i ts populat ion u'as of some-
what mixed origin but i ts language
was of course ChiNyungwe.

The repor t  l vh ich  was pub l ished i r r
The T imes o [  Ju ly  l0  was no t
wr i t ten  bv  me nor  in  I \ Ía r l r i r l .  I t
was  compie ted  by  .January  6  in  To te .
As  many o ther  repor ts  o f  s im i la r
barbar i t ies  i t  rvas  sent  Ì ro rh  to  t l ìe
b ishops  and to  t l re  a t r t l ro r i t ies  in  rhe
missionaries' own socretv. in Ì ! Íadrir l .
In  the  pas t  the  miss ionar : ies  have a lso
gone repeated ly  to  the  c iv i l  su thor i -
t ies  in  cases  o f  r  h  i s  k ind  br r t  rhe
use lessness  o f  suc l r  ac t ion  has  be-
come too  ohv ious .  T l re  who le  ep isc , r -
p4l c-onference of Moz.amhique-knerv
of this massacre and the fathers
waited hop.ing for some acti .on orr
the  par t  o f  the  Churc l r ' r  au thor i t ies .
That  was one reason ío r  de lav  in
pub l ica t ion .

A eecond was.  no t  so  mrrch  the
dan-ger i t  r ,r 'otr l t l  br ing to the priesrs
s t i l l  i n  Mozanrb iq r re ,  b r r r  the  fac t  t l ra t
expu ls ion  hr ings  to  a r r  end the  wor .k
to  wh ich  they  have < led ica ted  thenr .
celves and the very sl ight measure of
p ro tec t ion  the i r  p resence rnav  s r i l l
a f fo rd  to  the  peop le  a rour rd  rher r r .  l r r
fac t , .bes ides  the  t l vo  p r ies ts  o f  the
Burgo5 soc ie ty ,  who have been in
pr ison  fo r  18  nron ths .  four  have t reen
expe l led  th is  year  and one escaped.
There  are  some 15 le f r .

A  th i rd  genera l  reason fo r  c le lav  i r r
pub l i ca t ion  was Íhar  a l l  the  meml ie rs
o f  the  soc ie ty  a re  Spar r ish  and l t r rb l i -
ca t ion  ou ts ide  Chr r r .ch  paper .s  rvhose
in f luence is  ra ther  s l iÂh i  i s  harc l l v
poss ib le  in  Spa in .  P t rb l i car i< ln  took
p. lace  now fo r  the  s in tp le  reas( ) t ì
tha t  f  rece ived i t  now.  I  v i . s i ted  Spa in
from June 18 to 22 for an ecrrmeri ical
Fneet ing  a t  Sa lamanr .a .  On n ìy  wav
ìhrough I  l r rncher l  w i th  rh r '  Èurso t
Fathers  in  Madr i t l .  I  had  heard  n ie .
v i o t r s l v  o f  t h e i r  d i f i i c r r l r  i e s  

'  
i n

ÌV Íozanrb ique bu t  on ly  rhen d id  I
Ie4r r r  tha t  thev  l rad  

-s r rch  
c le ra i led

documents .  ' I ' hev  
ha< l  r ro  s r ra r .e  ava i l -

ab le  cop ies  l ) r t r  l ) ron ì ised  to  ser rd
thern  to  n re .

I  r e c e i v e d  l h e m  a t  Í l r e  e n c l  o f  Í r r r r e _
A s  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  i r r  S p a n i 5 l l ,  a  l a r r g r r .
age I  < lo  no t  read eas i l v .  i r  rook  r t re
sonre  days  be fore  I  rea l i sed  rha t  the
account  o f  the  Wi r ivanru  massacre
was un ique ly  s ign i f i can l  - - . .her .a r rse  o f
i t s -s ize ,  t l te  p rec ise  l i s r  o f  v ic r in rs ,  t l re
re la t i ve ly  recenr  da te  anr l  rhe
absence o f  anv  p t rb l i c  renor Ì  h i ther .
to  (accor rn Ís  o f  the  ear l ie r  I \ {ucr rm-
hira massacres rvh icl t  lvere also
inc luded had a l rendv  appearer l  in
se_veraì places inclut l i rrg ' f l te

Ohserrer). I  had t lren to nrake the
<li f- f icult  decision ro take ful l  perso-
n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t v  í o r  r h e  p u b l i c a -
t ion of rvhat I  real ized rvriulcl  be
dyn-aqi1q. I  did this on . lrr ty 5, cahìed
to  Ìv Íadr id  fo r  con f  i rn rar ion  o I  t l re
permiss ion  prev io r rs ly  g iven  ro  pub-
ì i sh ,  and gave the  r loc r r rner r f  r r i  be
t rans la ted .  The r rex t  r lay  I  r . cce ivc<f
the regrlv frorn Ìt{ ;rr lr id 

-ancl 
nhorre,rì

T l te  T i 'nes .  \ 'o r r  rece ive t l  rhe  ic r r  , r r r
the  9 th  anr l  p r r Ì r l i shcc l  i t  o r r  . f  u l . v  l0_
No one read i t  i r r  ï Ì r i ta i r r  | t c f i r re  vor r
r e c e i v e d  i t  o t h e r  t h a r r  n r v s e l l  a r r d  n r v
t r a i l s l a t o r  I  h a v e  h a r l  r r o  ( - o l ì n Í , c l i r ì n
a t  . i Í t y  t  i t r r  e  rv i t  l r  e  i t  h  t ' r  [ : r r Ì i r r r  o  o r -  I  l re
La l l r r r r r  I ìn r tv .

Í  l r a c l  a n d ' l r ; r ' o  r l t e  f r r l l c c t  t : o r r f i -
denr .e  in  l l t r ,  ( l ( r ( : l r r ì lo Í r t .  f i r s t  l r cc -ar rçe

of  i t s  genera l  charac ter :  I  maY saY
that  I  ãm an h is to r ian  who has  l i ved
in east Afr ican ruraì areas for many
years. Secondll ' ,  because I knew the
R r r r g o s  F n t h e r s  w e l l  a n d  h a v e  t h e
g, rea tes t  rcspec t  fo r  the i r  l t ì tegr i t y
and ab i l i t y  as  miss ionar ies .  Thev
are  ou ts tand ing  in  the i r  devot ion  t r r
du ty ,  the  s imp l ic i t y  o f  t l re i r  l i ves  and
t l re i r  ca16 lo  learn  Af r i can  lan '
Buages.  

' fh i rd ly ,  becar tse  many o ther
cornpara l t le  a t roc i t ies .  i f  on  a  smal '
le r  sca le .  have been a l reac ly  we l l
docr rmented and some were  in  fac t
t : lear lv  accepted  as  fac ts  even i l t  a
Por tuguese cor r Í -â t  the  r r ía l  o f
l :a thers  Sampai r :  and ì ' l endes  ear ly
th is year.

l n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  w i d e r  f i e l d ,  i t
i s  essent  ia l  to  rea l ìze  tha t  s r rch
charges  have norv  been made by
pr ies ts  work ing  in  l \ Íozambrque o f  a t
l e a s t  t l r r e e  d i f f e r e n t  n r i s s i o n a r v
soc ie t ies - the  Whi te  Fa thers .  Íhe
Verona l ra t l re rs  and t l re  Br r rgos
I ;a thers -and by  drocesan pr ies ts .' l ' hey  

ì rave  been made bv  pr ies ts  o Í
Por tuguese.  Span ish .  Ì ta l ian ,  f ) r r í r : l r
a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  I f  t h e
charges  f l re  Ì rn t rue ,  what  concerv .
a b l e  e x p l t r t a t i o n  c a n  b e  g i v e n  o Í
such men rnak ing  them ?  I tv  do ing
so,  they  br ing  the i r  own work  to  an
er rd  anr l  a t  t l Ìe  same t in te  a re  hard lv
even be l ieved n l r road.  They  have
r ìo t ,  a re  no t ,  an t l  w i l l  no t  be  pa id
fu r  the  s ror ies  they  pub l ish .  ìv los t
n re  rnen who have been .sonre  IZ
years  a t  work  in  rhe  f ie ld .  Catho l i c
pr ies ts ,  f rom southern  F)urope above
a l l ,  a re  no t  acc l rs tomcd to  tu rn ing
t o  r h e  p r e s s .  Â l l  o r r r  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d
t - r .a in ing  has  been lo  the  cont ra ry ,' I 'hey 

have been clr iven ro rhis bv t l ie
d e s p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t r r a t i o n  a n d  t h e
f a i l u r c  o f  l r i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e
Church  to  do  anv t l r ing  u t r rch  a t rou t
i t .  

' l ' he  
rv i ld  counter  acc l rsa t ions  o I

ahsurd  Jesu i t l te r ro r is t  consp i rac i t , s
and the  res t  appear  in  la rge-par t  as
an expressron  o f  an t i -c le r ica l i sm
s i r rgu la r ly  our  ( ì f  l r lace  u . l re r r  deu l ing
rv i th  a  g ror rp  o f  p r ie  s rs  rvho l rav t '  n i r
pow€r ,  ecc les ias t i ca l  o r  o ther .
b e y o n d  l h e  a s s e r t i o l r  o Í  t h e  t r r r t h .

Wi t l r  regard  to  the  gu i te  a t rs r r r .d
red .  her r i t rÉa-  o I  the  f  i lm l  b rought
back f rom Nladrid which l /re.Srori Íau' l ' e lcs , raph 

is  s r i l l  p lay ing  rv i th .  
- l

r v o r r l r l  a s k  t l r e  B B C  t o  a d m i t  y r u b l i c l y
t l r ; r t  (1 )  rhe  Super io r  Gencra l  o f  t l rà
t Ìu rgos  Fathers  re fused ro  a l low t l re r r
n ran  in  À íadr id  to  take  i t  to  shorv  o r r
the  nervs  l leca t rse  o f  rny  adv ice ;  (2 )
tha t  I  to ld  bo th  thar  rnan and t i re r r
rel)resenrative vr 'ho nÌet me unex-
pec ted ly  a t  l {ca t l t r r r rv  th l t  th t :  I i l r r r
ha{  no  news va l r re  a r r< l  cog lc l  6 r r l v
ì r e  r r s c t l  a s  b a c k g r o r r r r r l  l n a r e r i i r l  ;( l )  t h a t  i t  w a s  I  w h o  i r r f  g r r r r e r l  t l r c n i
t l ra t  i t  was  severa l  year .s  o l rJ - r r ra r le
r r r  A u g , u s l  1 9 6 9 :  h o w  c o u l d  t l r c y  h a v e
s e e n  t l ì a t  f o r  t h e r r r s e l v e s  a r r v w a v  I
(4 )  tha t  I  gavc  then l  no  r r , , rn ì i rs i , , , . ,
t o  s h o w  t h r '  Í i l n r  h r r t  o n l v  t o  s e e  i l
anr l  then c l i sc r rss  i t  w i th  r r re  i I  t . l r cv
rva Ì ì tcd  to  r r l . rke  use  o f  r t .  \ { } rv  the i r
d i t l  t l r e y  i s s u e  a  p r r b l í c  s t a t ( : r r i c n t  a t
a l l  ?

Ihe  nrassacre  o f  !V i r . i ya Ì Ì tu ,  Íe r -
r i b l e  a s  r t  r s ,  i s  o t r l v  o r i e  o f  

- v t , r v

m a n y  a l  r o c i t  i t ' s  c o n r n r i t t c t l  l l v  t  l r e
ì ) Í ) r t u g u e s . :  a r n t v  i n  À Ì o z a l n i r i r t t r e .
Prohab ly  i r  i s  r ro t  e r re r r  the  b iggc j t -
a l t h o u g h  i r  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  o l  w h i c . h  r v e
have dr : ta i le t l  cv idenc t ' .  I t  . i r rs t  hap-
I ì . ( Ì r ì s  t l r i t t  r l s  p r r l x rn r i t . \ '  l ( Ì  ' l  ( . l r ì  i i l ì ( l
I  l r ( :  escapc  o Í  a  f  e rv  pe  op lc  has
e n a l r l e < l  t l r e  w n r l r l  t o  k r r o r v -  o f  t l r i s
cprso< le  w l r ( 'n  rve  knorv  no t l t ing  o f
so  l r ì í inv  ( ) Í  hers ,

Whele  < lo  rve  go  [ rn61 11p1. , '  ?  ' l ' he
pr r l r l i sheç l  regror i  mus[  he  s r r l rs ta r r l  i -
a l e ( l  l ) v  l r r t ' a l  i n v c s t i Í l a t i o n  | 1 t  i t  i s
a l r s u r r l  a n r l  a r r o q a n Í  f o r  j o r l r r r a l i s t s
l o  t h i n k  t l r a t  t l r c l r  t ' a r r  h r r r . r . r ' i r r t o  a
waÌ '  lo rn  a r r r l  t c l r lo r . i scd  cor r r i t r . v  a r r r l
e x p e c t  t h e  l ( ) c a l  p e o p l c '  t o  t r r r s t  t l t e n r
and in  the  presence o f  the  l )o r ru -
EuesL '  a r rny  anr l  th r .o r rgh  o f f i c ia l
gOVern l ì ìen t  i r t te rp re le rs  in fo r rn
t l ten t  o f  s r rc l r  cver ì ts .  Ever r  7 'he
. 5 r r r r < l c y ' l ' c l e g r a p h  a < l u r i t s  r l r a t  t h e
I 'o r t t tg r tes t l  a r tnv  comt ì l i t s  "  ac ts  o f
g rea t  h r t r t i ì l i t v  " .  ' Ì ' l re  p rob le l t r  i s
I l o r v  t { r  c ( ) l l c c t  e v e n  t l r e  b e e i r r r r i n g s
oÍ  cv i t l c t tcc  rç Í lh r r r  a  s i tua t ro l r  rv l rc rc
t  l te  a rn tv  rc l t ra i r ts  bu t  I  he  f  o r r . ign
l r r v c s t i g u l { r I s  c l o  t r 0 t .  ' l ' h e  

l r r o b l c r l r
c i i l ì i l ( ' t  b t . r ' r : s 0 l v e d  l r v  a n  i r t r l i v i r l r r i r l
Ì ì ( 'ws l la l ìe r ,  l r r r t  i t  cou l t Ì  pe . rhaps  l r t :
b y  t h c  i r r Í t ' r v c r r t i o u  o Í  t l t c  l Ì r ' i r i s l r
( ì r r r re f l t t t t t ' n l  rv l t r rs r .  g lu ' { Í  [ t l t t t t c
\ l i r r i s t r , r  ( . ; ì ( , t a l ì ( )  r V i l l  r r r l r !  l ) c , . i l ì r l  r ) l
t h e . .  \ t a t i c a t r  r v l t t t s e  ( ' o r r c o t ' r l i t l  l t n l . s
t l r e  ( ' a t l r o l i c  ( l l t t t l r : h  i r r  l l o z a t t t h r r l t t t '

extremely closely with the state. Not
on lv  the- reputa t ion  o f  Por tuga l  h t r t
a lsò  tha t  o f  bo th  these o ther  bod ies
wi l l  be  fo r  ever  l inked w i th  the  name
of Wiriyamu.
Yours .
A D R I A N  I T A S T I N C '
Co l lege o f  the  Ascens ion .
Weolev  Park  Road.
R i rn r ingham 29.
J  u l y  1 5 .

From i\'lr l)avid Crouch, Consentatiue
NIP f or Cantt 'rhury
S i r .  Yo t r  have repor ted  tha t  Conser -
v a t i v e  \ l P s  u ' c r e  p r e s s i n g  Í o r  a
s t rong l ine  to  bê  taken w i th  the
Oppos i t ion  when the  a l leged a t roc i -
t i ã i  i n  M o z a m b i q u e  a r e  d e b a t e d  i l l
t l - re  Ì lo r rse  o f  Contmons.

What does that mean ? Should rve
conrlemn your nervspaper for çrub-
ì i s h i n g  a n  u n a u t h e n t i c a l e d  r e p o r t  ?
I {ave  vor r  l>een gr r i l t y  o f  t im ing  the
re lcase o f  th is  s to ry  { ìs  par t  o f  a
d e l i h e r a t e  Â t t e n t p t  l o  s o t l r  t h e  v i s i t
o f  D r  ( ' a c t a n o  a  n  d  t h  e  c e l e h r a t  i o n
o í  ( ì r r r  6 (X) -vear -o lc l  a l l iance w i t l t
Por t r rga l  l '  Shot r l r l  rÀ 'e  condemn t l ' Ìe
L e a r l e r  o f  t h e  O p p o s i t i o n  f o r  h i s
i r r d c ì i c n t e  h a s t e  i n  u s i n g  a n  u n -
provcr ' ì  s tn ry  as  I  reason fo r  c r i t i c i z -
i n g  a r r  a l l v  a n d  s e e k i n g  t o  r l o  s o
w h c n  t h c  h c a d  o f  t l l a t  c o r t r - Ì t r y  i s  o t t r
gues f  ?

I  Í in< l  i t  hard  to  ans$ 'e r  these
qr res t ions .  Suppos ing  you were
r igh t  ?  What  l ine  shou ld  we take
then ?  I  am not  rea Ì ly  concerned
rv i th  journa l i s t i c  n ice t ies  o r  par l ia -
n rer r ta ry  tac t i cs .  Sure ly  our  concern
must  be  to  f ind  the  t ru rh  and no t  ro
Ìook the other way. I  rvorr lcl  be f irn'r
a b o u t  t h a t .
Yours  fa i t l r fu l l v ,
n,4vtD cRotrc t Í .
H o r r s e  o [  C o m m o n s .
J u l v  1 3 .

I:rrtrn I ír  Geof frey Lewìs
S i r .  I Iow co i r rc identa l  f  ha t  a  massacro
rvh ich  is  supposer l  to  l . rave  taken
I r l l c e  i n  P n r t r r g r r e s e  l ' ì a s t  A f r i c a  i n
f ) e c e m b c r  l ( ) 7 2  s h o t r l d  o r r l r .  n o n ' c o m e
t o  l i g h t ,  w i t h i n  r l a y s  o [  t h e  v i s i t  o f
l l re  I 'o r t . r rg t rese  l ) r í rne  lV l in is te r  to
this cou ntry, Oou l  cl  t  hc LaÌrou r
Par ty 's  cagerness  to  have th is  v is i t
s t o p p e d  h a v c  a n v t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t l t
t h e i r  o w n  i n v o l v c n r e n t  i n  t h e  f i n a n c -
ing  o f  te r ro r isnr  i r r  À l r  i t :a  ?  A f te r
a l l .  Ìas t  vcar  thcv  s ( ' í ì t  a  la rg ,e  s r rn r
o f  n r o n e v  t o  s o - c a l l t . < l  "  A f r i c a  I ; r ' c c -
d o n r  F i g l t t e r s  " .

l l ' hey  n ' i l l .  pc r l tap5.  be  pror t r l  to
k r r o w  o i  s o r n e  o f  r h c  n r : h i c v e n r e n t s
r r f  t h e  p e o l r l e  t h e v  a r e  I i r r a r r c i n g .  [ " o r
e x a l n p l e .  t ( )  d a t o , 1 6  r . ' r n p l o l ' c e s  o f
Ì h c  l l e t r g r r c l a  l Ì a i l r v a r ' ,  n ' l t i c h  r t t n s
n( ' ross  Ar rgo la .  l tave  I 'e t - t t  k i l l ed  bv
ter ro r is t  i r c t i v i l  i t : s  w l r i le  e t tg ; rg r :d  i t t
t  h c i r  r r o r n r a l  p c a c c f  u l  r l r r t  i c s .  l { o r v
l : r a t e I t r l  t h e i r  f i r n r i l i e s  n Ì u s t  b e  t h a r
t l r c  L a b o r r r  I t a r t v  l t a s  h c l t l e d  t o  t a k e
s r r c l r  s o l i c i t o t t s  c ; ì f e  o f  t h e r r t  I  $ r i t h
f  l ienr ls  l í ke  the  Labor r r  Par tv  r , r 'ha t
need have they  11 ;  enemies  ?
Yor r rs  f i r i th f r r l l y .
c. r, t iwts,
71 Sr rnnvs ide  Ga ldens-
ì Ì p m i n s t e r .
I lsse*.
l r r  l v  I 2 .

F r o r n  L l r  / .  P .  l Í i l l e r

S i r .  I  anr  g lad  t l . re  Pr ime [ \4 in is te r  has
rc fusec l  to  cance l  Dr  Caetano 's  v is i Í - ,
r Ìo t  hec i ì l (se  t  ho lc l  a t l v  par Í i cu la r
br ic f  fo r  th is  v is i to r ,  o r  h is  govern '
n rc r r t ,  b r r t  because i t  Ì v i l l  he  a  sad
dav rvhen or r r  a f [a i rs  o f  s ta te  a re
ru lec l  by  newspapcr  repôr ts  o f  l tear -
say .
Yor r rs  fa i th f r r ' l l y .
J  t . 1 Í r r , L r rR .
Thrva i te  l la l l ,
Br rngay ,
S u f  f o l k .
J u l y  1 1 .

I;ronr Àíi.<.< ÀÍ. Ra-tlrlergh Toone

Si r ,  I  regre t  Ìo  have to  âsk  vor r  to
l)r int a ( ' í ìrrecl ion to nrv leÌ.rer pul 'r-
l i s h c d  1 o ( l n y .  a s  Í  s e e r n  i n a d v e r -
t e n t l v  t o  Ì r a v e  w r ì t t e n  t h e  Z a n r l l o z ì
i r rs tear l  o l '  t l te  l ìov t tn ta - - - rvh ic l t ,  o f
( 'ourse .  fo r r t t s  lh i '  f  t  on t ie t '  l - )c t rveen' l ' anz i r t t i . r  

a t td  ì \ l r rz .a t t t l t i r l t te .
l \ l  l ì A S Í l t , l ,  l ( ; l ì ' l ' o ( ) N I r .' I  ( -  l v< le  |  . r r l lgp ,
3  { - l ' t '  t r t ' t t s  l ìo . r r l ,
l :  x r r t  r r t t  t  l t .
[ ) r . v o r r .
l r r t r ' l J .


