Renama;muﬁlates; peasants

lear evidence of the sadistic behaviour of the
renarho bandits is now in the possession of AiM
in the form of photographs of peasants who were

brutally mutilated in J uly in the southem province

of Inhambane.

AIM photographed four, victims in the Chicuque”

rural hospital, and one in the provincial hospital in

Inhambarie' town. The bandits had savagely' tbr-

tured these mgfp and women, cutting off lips, ears
and penises.’ !’
Sixteen-year-old Mertma Ven'mcto kidnapped

from her family's fields in the district of Panda,

suffered perhaps the worst mutilatiort. The bandits '
used a bayonet to slit open her genitals, joining her

anus and her vagma into the same charmel They
then cut off the lips of her vagina.

' Florinda Mapulando and ‘Beatriz Silva are old '
peasant women, also from Panda, who do not know

~ their exact ages. Like Merttna they weré abducted
on 20 July.

One of their kidnappers cut off F lorinda’s upper

lip, while Beatriz lost her upper lip and her right ear.
the bandits gave them the severed ofgans and told
their victims "go and show thése to your President”.

Alexandre Jose Malala was kidnapped in the dis-
trict of Massinga. He was forted to carry goods

looted from local people on his head to a Renamo
base.

At the edge of the base he was ordered to stop,
and bandlts hacked off his right ear'and his penis.
He too was told in' moékery to go ahd show’ his
wounds to President Joaquim Chissano. o

Mozambiqueﬁle‘ September 1991

" Jose Joao, ‘the only victim tnterviev&ed in the
provincial hospital, was’ travelling ‘on thé’ main
north- south highway with a friend on a niotorbtke
when they were ambushed by a Renamo group.- "

The two were marched off by about ten ‘bandits
into’ the 'bush. but Mr Joao's friend 'managéd to
_escape. Thls greatly arinoyed his captors “who
threatened to kill Mr Joao. :

" They asked him; if he.had heard of Renamo
mutilating” its victims Mortally afraid,*Mr- Joao
pretende to sympathise with Reriamo, saying that
he had never heard such reports, and that he knew
‘Renarho was "fighting for freedom”. .. ...

He recalled that the bandits just laughed at this,
and remarked "so you think you're being clever”. *

Aftet a discussion amongst themselves in Ndau

“(a Shona dialéct spoken in parts of central Mozam-

bique), the bandits decided to remové Mr Joao's
penis. Fouif, of them held him dowm while 4 fiﬂh
used a bayonet to cut off'his penisi’ - "' '
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" His tormentors stripped Mr Joao of all his clothing

‘and abandoned him naked in the bush. '‘He
managed to walk back to the thatri foad; wheré he
_discovered his friend, and the two of thert stopped
a passing car to take them to hospital; :

“None of the victims had the slightest doubt that
their tottufers were: imembers of Renamo. They
referred ¥8 thém'as "matsangas"’ (2 ¢dmmon populat
term for Renamo throughout Mozambique,'which
derives from the nhame of 'the first Renamd csin-
mander-in-chief, Andre Matsangaissa, who -was
killed by the Mozambican army in 1979).
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