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Rebels get secret
Kenyan support

Paul Fauvet in Maputo

HE Mozambican army

has captured documents

from Renamo rebels
which show that the Kenyan
government has been sup-
porting them since at least
mid-1988,

The army seized the docu-
ments when it overran a
secret base at Nhanagodoa,
in the central province of So-
fala, on April 18. Journalists
were given access to the dac-
uments this week.

Many are transcripts of
radio messages sent to Rena-
mo’s commander-in-chief,
Afonso Dhlakama, from Ma-
lawi. A middleman, using the
code-name Joseph, operated
the radio link, sending the
rebel leader messages from
Kenya and from Renamo of-
fices in Europe and the US.

The documents cover five
years from 1986, but a lacge
number date from 1988 and
relate to relations with
Kenya.

They contradict Kenyan
claims not to support Ren-
amo, and show the Najro.i
government offering “flnan-
cial and material” assistance
to the rebels.

The documents also in-
clude copies of latters sent to
conservative American poli-
ticians, ineluding former
president Ronald Reagan,
who was urged to reverse US
policy and back Renamo.

There is no evidence that
Mr Reagan replied. but
George Bush, then vice-presi-
dent, did take an interest.

A letter from Professor
André Thomashausen, direc-
tor of the [nstitute of Foreign
and Comparative Law at the
University of South Africa in
Pretoria, sent on June 29
1987, said he had been ap-
Proached by an envoy from
Mr Bush to invite Mr Dhia-
kama to visit the US.

Astonishingly, Mr Dhla-
kama turned down this invi-
tation and a similar one from
the then leader of the West
German Christian Sociai
Union, Franz-Josef Strauss.

Other messages are from
other rebel commanders.
Some speak freely of
atrocities.




