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MAPUTO. - Life in and around
the vi l lage of Nipepe in Mozam-
b ique var ies  be tween hardsh ip
and hor ror  as  hunger ,  d rought
and a  locus t  p lague are  Ín te r -
spersed with attacks by Renamo
rebels.

A f t e r  t h e  b i g g e s t  a t t a c k ,  i n
January 1989, Renamo occupied
the vi l lage Íor eight days. Towns-
íolk say {0 people were murdcrei l
and every  bu i ld ing  in  the  v i l lage
wrecked, including the school, the
health cl inic, shops and govcrn-
ment offices.

"We don't know what I ìenamo
wants," said peasant farnrer Mr
Luis Mota.

"They  don ' t  le t  us  cu l t i va te  fe r -

t i l e  l a n d .  T h e y  t a k e  o u r  t o o l s .
When we manage to produce a
n t t le ,  they  ra íd  us .

"Wl rerc  I  used to  l i ve ,  about
20knt  í rom here ,  I  cou ld  g row
enouglr íood to last for a year.
Now I have lnanaged to harvest
e n o u g h  m a i z e  t o  l a s t  f o r  t w o
months . "

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  N i p e p e  h a s
been made worse by late rains
t l r i s  ycar .  Pcasants  p lan ted  th rce
t i r Ì ìes  ând saw th ree  c rops  Ía i l
bc ío rc  the  ra ins  came.

Those who st i l l  had seed shared
wi th  the i r  ne ighbours .

At last the rains came and the
Irìeagre crops sprouted and grew.
Then locusts came and ate most
o f  them.

Today,  the  peop le  o f  N ipepe
survive largely on Íood distr ibut-
ed by aid agencies.

In the only shop rebui l t  after
thc RenaÍno occupation, donated
second-hand c lo thes  are  o Í íe red
to a few with money.

It l r  l . ino Assimo has set up a
rvooden stal l  alongside the shop
where he sel ls soap, salt ,  match-
cs, buttons and needles, but his
s h e l v e  a r e  m o s t l y  e m p t y .  T h e
goods have to be brought on Íoot
frorn thc nearest source in Nam-
p u l a  a n d  C a b o  D e l g a d o ,  m o r e
than 200 km away.

Those who travel the route do
so at night, hiding during the day,
to avoid encountering Renamo or
the  Mozambican army.


