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” ‘/‘ ‘A‘ch w
payments .

Argus Africa News Service ’
JOHANNESBURG. — A British hewsletter
says the¢ Renamo rebél movement in Mozam-
‘bique has begun negotiating agreements with
:governments and priviaté companies under
‘which it dndertakes riot to attack their prop-.-
terty ih réturn for “protection” paymétits, - -
% Africa Confidential, published in London, gives
two examples. One is an agreement with the Mala-
‘wian government not to attack the rallway line to
Nacala port in return for freé access t6 Malawian
inarkets to trade in lvory, cashéw tuts and dugout
canoes. . Lo E
' Thé other 14 aaid to be an dpfeemenit with K-
“kom not to attack the Iower line from thé Cahora
Bassa dam to South Africa while it is béing re-
gired to ehable the stalled hydro-electric project
begin operating. )

Eskom told the Argus Aftica News Service in.
November last year that it had reached an agree-
ment to this effect with Renamo but the rebel
.leader, Mr Alfonso Dhlakama, denied this in an in-
terview in Nairobi in February.
' Mr Dhlakama confirmed that Rénamo had been
‘approached by Eskom about such an agreement
and had had several meetings with Eskom repre-
sentatives to discuss the proposal. However, Ren-
amo had turned it down because it would have in-
volved répairing thé accdss road alongside the

wer line and this road could then have been used

y Frelimo government troops fot operations
against Rénamo, he said. ! .

Agreement confirmed
. No work appears té havé been done on restoring

.Ihe power line, which Renamo gabotage has made
.Inoperative since the dam was tomipleted.

., Mr Dhlakama confirméd thé agreement with
alawi not {6 attack the Nacala link and this uti
dertaking appéars to have been respected. -

., Africa Confidential says that sincé the mid-'§0s
,various comr’ania have established local undet-

standings with Renamo’s regional commanders to

be exempted from attack. It doss not name any of

. the comparies. Ty .

. It seems unlikely that the Mﬁf:' forelg‘n com- -

pany operating in Mozambique, ho, is involved

.In any such agr ts as it gdes to considerable

xpense to train and maintain private security
ces to protect its farming and other operations.
The Argus Africa News Service has information

-suggesting that othér companies do, however, #p-;;

pear to enjoy immunity from Renario attack.j ;"

v Devastated infrasttacture -

According to Africa Confidentiai, REARMS -
turned to the “protection” agreeménts as 4 tiieans
of earnin when it becamié incteasingly dif-
ficult to oimm its fequirements fiéfm the devgsh‘ t-
ed‘ Mozamglc?ﬁ infrastructure under the policy of
weizure and pillage. ol 5 B s g gy

new and “very lmﬁdéi": o 4t Incorrie tor

.:amo, according to Africk déntial, is the
8ale of weapons to crime syndicAtes and politicsl
organisations for faction fighting in South Africd. .
It say$ Rendtho is no lon%er shott of weapons, hav-
‘Ing captired Mrge quantities from Frelimo forces.

" This is thé sevond suggestion to have emerged
recently that Rénianid is the source of some of the
. Soviet-made AR-47 fhilitaty S#sfult fifles that .
Sve lnctusmggay been uked I Sodtl Aftfcs in,
nk tobberies dfd in fighting B
y tween ANC and Inkatha supporters.
Afriea Conhidential says.Ren is stalling in
e peace talks With' the Mo 1W&hment in
e becaude it Pealides it is unlikely td wirl p6¥:41
Gugh an eléction. It hopes instedd tb et
& Frélimd to agred to a power-sharing
formula. Lo :
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