NAMPULA.
GOVERNMENT offensives in central Mozam-
bique have pushed bandits into the rich north-

emplwinceomepuhwhereﬂleymstep-

ping up attacks against civillan settlements and
economic targets, government officials say.

“They (the bandits) lost Zambezia,nowthey
are trying to win N ” provincial governor
Jacobe Nyambiry told ters in an interview in
Nampula, Mozambique’s third largest city and
the commercial centre of the north.

Travél outside Nampula city is impoodble
without a escort. Sabotage has caused
the su repairs on the Nacala railway
Hnking ked Malawi with the coast. There
are almost daily bandit raids on rural districts.
is the latest

the government almost since Mozambique
gained indeperidence from Portugal in 1975.
Government forces backed by Zimbabwean
and Tanzanian troops have swept through the
central Zambezi River Valley in a series of offen-
sives which began in late 1986, destroying MNR
bases and driving the bandits northwardsoutof
Zambezia province.
ButtheresuhhasbeenanupsurgeofMNR
activity in Nampula, which is rich in timber,

ivory, preciousstonesandcashcmpssucha ‘
Zambezia,

&otwn and mhewl:xut:ﬂ;nd after

ozambique’s most heavily-populated province.
“'I'hemalntargetistherailwaybuttbeyaho

carry out acts of banditry to stop economic deve-

lopment,” Cde Nyambiry
NeaﬂyaﬂﬂlewwnsinNampuhdlsuicthave

suﬂ'emti’rai(h hh:o‘t'hk:h hmgtdsl::vmﬂy attack,

occupy briefly, destroy e ‘
Ggyvetmnent international relief workers

say that more than 700 000 le have suf-
fered the effects of war in N
mmyofthemrefugeesﬁom

lnahlde-uﬁmkm,thebnmﬂnhaveﬂm

advan of mobility, often keeping one step
ahead tyﬂomes n'ah:r‘abyveh!-
cle and are conﬂnedmtheroads

Three or four lightly-armed milittamen
- an isolated post are no
maech mrauding bands of MNR bnndlt:

administrative
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who may suddenly strike in a strength of 500 or

more.
md“We can't be everywhere,” Cde Nyambiry

, B.utthegovemsaldtheMNRhadsetupa‘

base with an air strip at Namilazo, between the
vllhtges of Cunle and Chinga near Nampula’s
limitwit‘hh MNR'’s regional
was the MNR’s
tershxthemrthﬁomwbereitco\ﬂd
the Nacala lmmchmlmondisnicu
into Niassa and Cabo Del-

northern provinces.

most

: %mmnm-
for the government’s Soviet-made

mdﬂghter-bombushodemthob-ethe

dx_:gfux» .

INR ‘bandits swept
out of Zambezia

aecusesSouth
g the bandits but

e

MNRsub-basehasbeenloeamed

' north of the Nacala rallway line between the dis-

trlctsofMecnburlandM\mte Itwasusedasa

stopping-off point on the route to Cabo Delgado.
At!mdbmwassmmdatMamve north of

convoys were looted and their escorts killed.

“Our aim is to clear the entire region of the
banditsmdlamopﬂmtsﬁcdntwecmdon,"

Cde said.
“We have their bases and thetr main
groups . whenmeylooethdrbasestheyhave

tomyonthemoveandwemnptmuethem

. the added.

govemorsaidmﬂyMownbhengovem-

menttroopswueopemﬂnginNampuhpro—

hm guard a section of the N:
raﬂwa itlnkedwltthhwunthemth



