On the

Mr. Roes is The Globe and Mail's Africa
bormespondent.

HARARE

SHADOWY FORCE of
anti-government rebels —
. believed to enjoy South Af-
rican backing and known
B 28 RENAMO (the Portu-
W scronytn for Mozambican
ational Resistance) — has been
wi a bitter military campaign
: tmn er Portuguese colony of
ozambique since the late 1970s.
‘That campaign has long been
thought to be aimed primarily at
the civilian population rather than
Sovernmant of FRELIMO tlor
: or
Mozambican Liberation Front),
ich has mle‘: lt;:’l% country since

P
In recent years, Western coun-
%such as Britain and the
Un States have become in-
cmdngly well disposed toward
Mazambique, previously consid-
»ved ' Soviet client state. Howev-
right-wing opinion-makers in
wse United States — including such
kmucm as Senator Jesse
Helms of North Carolina and Sen-
ate minority leader Robert Dole of
Kansas. - continue to press the
White House to switch its alle-
glance 1o RENAMO.
.. Last December, In response to a
300 per cent increase during 1987 in
the nuniber of Mozambican refu-
foos in the region — they now
sumber pearly one million, plus at
Jeast 1.5 million displaced people
inside the country — the U.S. State
Departmen htd?i)glalged Rabeﬁl Ger-
sony, an in ent consultant,
to investigate the reasons behind
the mounting refugee crisis in
southern Africa.

.. Mir. Gersony spent three months
visiting 42 refugee locations in five
coun The following excerpts

are taken from his 43-page report,
which was released in Washington
+ last month and concludes that
+NAMO has mutdered at least
100,000 civilians in the past twe
years::
‘"‘EFU?hEE RE??“RTS sug}
g reée typical types of
ENAMO operations ...
three types of areas ref-
ugees described are tax areas,
control. areas and destruction

areas::.
. L Tax areas: (These) tend to be
niral areas in which the population
resides: in extremely dispersed
patterns ... RENAMO combat-
aiita. move freely through such
Aareas. ‘and mutlnel‘y (weekly or
m@;ﬁlha) visit the farmers.
fléjnand a contribution of . . . food,
¢hicKens and goats, perhaps some
m?" a radio or other posses-
30ii8. They demand at will a young
] ot nal woman for sex. To
hé dogrde that IC1s necessary to
neport thé resources which are

0 méchaiized po

rhere in Mozambique) . . . But the
Irde ced on them are more

moderate than those placed on the

populitionofother areas. . .

2. Control areas: (These) tend to
be nominally divided into three
sub-categories: combatant bases,
field areas and dependent areas.

Combatant bases. . . are served
by a staff of exclusively male cap-
tives who provide food, water,
cleaning and other sup‘fort serv-
ices. Women are prdvided on de-
mand from other sectors of the
control areas. ..

(Field areas) are permanent
agricultural lands . . . The work-
ers on these farms are captives
who toil at a regular schedule, usu-
ally long hours during a six-day
week . . . In addition to its produc-
tion tasks, this ... group is also
used as porters . .. The refugees
report that these trips usually
begin at dawn and continue until
evening — perhaps 6 a.m. to8 p.m.
More recent arrivals report that,
lncrea;i:dg , the porters are not
permi ood on these trips, and
are allowed to drink water only
when they pass streams ... The
loads are heavy, the pace quick
.« . Those who have served as por-
ters reported uniformly that disci-
pline on these forced marches is
extremely harsh. Those who can-
not keep up, who rest without au-
thorization, drop their burdens or
refuse to continue, are routinely
beaten very severely, sometimes
until they aredead. . .

Ancther’ function of the young
girls'and adult women is to provide
sex to the combatants. From refu-
gee reports it appears that these
women are required to submit to
sexual dem , in effect to be
raped, on a frequent, sustained ba-
sis ... According to.those who
have served as porters, women are
frequently raped along the trans-
port routes. Women are also dis-
patched from the field areas to
combatant bases on demand ...
Severe beating is inflicted on
young girls and women who resist

sexualdemands. .

The third type of sub-category |

within the control areas is depen-
dent areas, populated by the elder-
1y, who cannot serve in other more
taxing functions,
children. ..

Given the unusually high rate of
resource and energy extraction -

from the captives in the control
areas, it is curious that more have
not fled ... The explanation,
according to the refugees who
have resided in these areas and
later escaped, lies in an effective
security and surveillance system.
The heart of the system are the
RENAMO police, called majuba or
mujiba ... In general, the refu
gees indicate that these police tend

and young
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backs of the people

If Mozambique's RENAMO guerrillas
truly want to build popular support,
they're going about it the wrong way

to be armed with cutting instru-
ments (machetes, knives, bay-
onets, axes) rather than with
firearms. . .

Attempted escape from a con-
trol area is often treated as a capi-
tal crime ... When individuals
make successful escapes, wives
and children left behind may be
executed in retribution. . .

One refugee reported that dur-
ing a portering job he was led to a
small clearing and shown the de-
composed bodies of many men,
women and children. He was told

by RENAMO combatants that this
was a place where those appre-
hended while attempting to escape
were taken and executeg ves

It appears from the refugees’
reports that not until death be-
comes a real possibilig' in their
minds do captives consider risking
the dangerous escape attempt . . .
Almost invariably, the escapees
travel only by night, surviving on
wild fruits and leaves, walking
gar%t;gh the bush, never on the

3. Destruction areas: Entire

eographical areas may be sub-
‘ge“gt; the destru_rcht:on-zone desig-

pation ... destruction
program may proceed through
three nominal stages. First, some

villages which are the targets.of a
destruction effort appear to be-
come _the subject of careful,
advance intelligence collection, . .
Second, depending on the area, &

“political” visit by RENAMO .

combatants may follow . . . During
this stage, RENAMO combatants
may proceed directly to the homes
of govemmetxlz]t ?fﬁcigls . Re:ur;
ees report that such persons a
ﬁsually executed ... The third
stage ... is the actual military
attack. ..

The attack stage was sometimes
reported to begin with what
appeared to the inhabitants to be
the indiscriminate firing of auto-
matic weapons by a substantial
force of attacking RENAMO com-

batants....

Eye-witness accounts indicate
that, when civilians are killed in
these indiscriminate attacks,
whether against defended or unde-
fended villages, children, often
together with mothers and elderly
people, are alsokilled. . .

Deaths were also reported in
instances when RENAMO com-
batants, in the absence of resis-
tance or defence, were reported to
chase the villagers toward natural
barriers, such as rivers, or other-
wise use the physical surroundings
to cause their deaths by drowning
or asphyxiation. ..

ports are generally accurate

and the sample reasonably
representative, it is conservative.
ly estimated that 100,000 civilians
may have been murdered by RE.
NAMO in this manner . . . The vio-
lence is systematic and  co-
ordinated, and not a series of spon-
taneous, isolated incidents by
undisciplined combatants, . , -

Second, the relationship be-
tween RENAMO and the clvilian
population, according to re
accounts, revolves exclu-
sively around a harsh extraction of
labor and food . . :There are virty-
ally no reports of attempts to win
the loyalty — or even the neutrality
—ofvillagers... = - -0

Third. . . in both the murder and
non-murder categories, only 3 to 4
per cent of the complaints were
attributed to FRELIMO soldfers,
They tended to be isolated reports,
often from areas of the country
most remote from Maputo.., =

UMMARY OF FINDINGS:
First ... il the refugee re-



