THIRTY-FIVE United States senators have si

US leaders
urge U
probe on
MNR abuse

Herald Repeorter

N

g, 05: ¥

ed a petition asking

the United Nations to investigate Renamo violence and brutality in

Mozambiqu

Southern Africa.
The petition follows a re-
cent report by the US State
Department’s bureau for ref-
ugees programmes’ consul-
tant, Mr Robert Gersony, in
which he said that more
than 100 000 Mozambicans
had been murdered by MNR

bandits during the past two

years.
The report also told of
hundreds of cases of forced
rterin‘g) beatings, rape,
E:xmg. of villages
:;n; mudlaﬂons at the hands
enamo, an organisation
established by th¢ Rbode-
sian of Ian Smith to
destabilise Mozambique.
South Africa took over its
sponsorship after

ence. :

Renamo activities in Mo-
zambique had been de-
scribed as “one of the most
brutal holocausts against or-
dinary beings since World
WarTwo , by the US I‘)‘egluty
ca,

Addressing a UN-spon-’
sored conference in Maputo,
Mr Stacey accused Renamo
of “waging a systematic and
brutal war of terror against

" mittee Senator Nancy

" the UN

innocent Mozambican civil-
ians through forced labour,
starvauon, hysical abuse
and wanton
Mr Gersony mterviewed
refugees in Mozambique and
bouring states includ-
ing Zimbabwe for three
months and was told of
5, executions with
knives, axes and bayonets,
live burningg, fatal beatings,
asphyxiation, forced starva-
tion and drownings at the

hands of the bandits.

- The 20 Democrit and 15
Republican senators, led by
two members of the US Sen-
ate’s foreign relations com-
Lan-
don Kassebaum and Senator
Paul Simon, have written to
-General,
Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar,
urging him to instruct the
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees and the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission to
investigate the reasons for
the increase in Mozambican

refugees and the human

rights situation in that
country.

“Our concern has been
prompted by the release of a

e and the subsequent rise of Mozambican refugees in

report on Mozambican refu-
gees by the US State Depart-
ment Bureau for Refugees
Programmes last week,” said
the letter dated April 29
1988.

“The report states that
hundreds of thousands of ci-
vilians have fled from Mo-
zambique in the last two
years after being subjected

.to systematic violence and

brutality by Renamo forces
fighting the Mozambican

_government.”

<Theletter said the current
estimate of Mozambican ref-
ugees was about 870 000.

Said the letter: “The US
State Department investiga-
tion of the causes of this exo-
dus from Mozambique is the
first lengthy review to take
place.

“We urge that the UN un-
dertake a similar review of
not only refugees but also
the human rights situation
actually inside of Mozam-
bique. A comprehensive UN
review can only help mobi-
lise the international com-
munity in its response to
what appears to be a very se-
rious crisis.”



