Horror ¢>f6 e
Casa Banana

OUR report yesterday that Mozambicans
are dying at the rate of five a day at refu-
gee camps at Casa Banana in Gorongoza
from disease and etarvation inflicted by
MNR banditry is dleeply distressing.

The MNR’s viicious acts of brutahty

against a defencele ss rural population con-

1 tirm, as never bei’ore, that the MNR are

p tothing more than murdering thugs with

n o cause other than furthering South Af-

i ca’s efforts to de stabilise the assault on
ap ‘artheid.

But the picture:s accompanying the re-
por it told more of the suﬂermg inflicted
by these killers without conscience than
wor ds could ever "do. No reader could
fail ‘to be horrified by the sight of men,
wom en and children — the sick, mal-
nouri ished and cryinjz children — reduced
to liv ing skeletons b.ecause to bandits —

with i no popular sup port of their own —
health 'y crops represiént organisation and
order and, therefore,, strength that cannot
be allo wed to flourish . ‘

Bh 1t the deeper horror of Casa Banana
is that 1 the shockmg s('enes at the camps are
repeate: d in other vvar-torn rural areas
where, without a massive international ef-
‘fort on ‘the scale of tliat given to Ethiopia,
up to -#,5 milkion .people "could perish

. The  Zimbabwe }Mozambique Friend-
slnp Assciciation has i ade constant appeals
for worlc1 help, as we:ll as having done a
great deal to help all eviate the suffering.
Our secw tity forces, tcro, have lent a hand
with shel ter, food an d medicines and so
have a nu mber of aid ¢ 1gencies. But, as our
report an(] pictures sh owed clearly, much
more is ne eded.

‘But b eyond the im:  mediate -call to save
the starvin g, which mu st surely be answer-
ed in full, is the need to attack the source
of the suffering: Sovith African-backed
MNR bandiitry.

.There will be no end to the misery
until enough international pressure is
brought to bear to force South Africa to
withdraw ijts: support fo1: the MNR without
‘which the bandits face ci>rtain defeat.

" When will the worl(1 come to its senses
‘and get off the costly tre :admill of alleviat-
ing human muﬂemng dirc>ctly caused by its
lack of msol*ve in. dea]n 1g with those who
inflictit?



