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ZIMBABWEAN secur-
fty forces kiled 21
South African-spon-
sored MNR bandits in
4 single battle after
the rebels had abduct-
ed and murdered «
awmber of Rushinga
vilagers in the ccun-
try’s north-east, the
Home Affairs Miaister,
Ude Enos Nkala, has

said.
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l‘orces had kllhd a ban-
dit and captured two
ethers in another en-
counter with a gang o.
five.

“IT'wenty AK rifles
und various other war
materials were captur-
«d. The capture of
these bandits has now
Jed to the discovery of
oonsiderable gunantities
of cacheq arms of war.

“A Joint operations
command has been s:ut
up in Rushinga for
purposes of co~ordinat-
ing the activities cf
our security forces.
Patrols along the bor-
der and within wvii-
Iages have a.ppreciably
stepped up,” he sald,

Similar arrange-
ments nave been made
for” the protection of
the public tn Manleca-
land ang other parts ot
the country where
MNR bandits occasion-
ally harassed, ass8ault-
ed, robbed and mur-
dered innocent Zimba-
bweans, he sald.

“We intend to Keep
our deployments at the
increased leve! and I
can assure you that the
situation is completely
under control,” said
Cde NKkala,

A substantinl num-
ber of extra personnel
drawn from other parts
of the country, inciud-
ing specialst unita
from the police and
other branches of the
security forces, huave
bexn deployed in the
area, said the ministezr.
- Ziana,
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