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‘in Maputo R R

i Mozambxque today accused

+South ' Africa of destroying a-

bndge on the rail line linking
"the Mozambican capital :of

tMaputo to the South African . bridge, the group attacked the

province . of the Transvaal,
.putting the line out  of
;operatlon. .

¢” The damaged bridge is 50
- miles north-west of Maputo and
fonly 5 miles from the South
s African border. Bridges on the
“line have been attacked several

‘ times—most recently in May—

Ybut this is the first time Mo-
tzambique has accused Pretoria
-of direct responsibility. |

” The  Mozambique Govern-
¥ment said that the bridge was

£ attacked by - specialised . sabo-'
pteurs }nﬁltrated from - South *
who were. accompanied '

Afnca
. E

~bique
- guerrillas. .

f.a,;.,Brldge ‘destroyed by SA’

~by *armed bandits” — a
i phrase always used by Vlozam-

bican

officials to - describe
South

Afncan-backed Mozam-
Naponal

After the attack ™ on the
nearbv railway station at
Nkomagi — very close to the
border site where the Nkomati
non-aggression  accord  was
signed between Mozambique
i\g& South Afnca in March,

“The bandits and the sabo-

teurs withdrew in the direction

of South Africa.” an official

said. By drawing a clear dis- '
“ bandits ” -
and “saboteurs,” the Mozambi. -

tinction between

cans are clearly blaming. the
South African armed forces,

mg the bridge. .-

Resnstance " carries

‘Zimbabwean goods to, the port 1
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“ The line is now out of ac-i
tion, as its horizontal stmcturoi
was destroyed and several sup-i
port were damaged. The linc 3

*South  African’ and}

of Maputo.’,
It is not essential to Muthi

- Africa, which has been system-

atically - reducing its use of:
\Iaputo over the past 10 years,:
in breach of agreements; be-:
Mozambican:
independence in 1975, six mil-;
lion tonnes of South African:

-goods passed through the port!

annually, but last year the fig-:
ure was down to about a mxl~:
lion tonnes. i

After previous bndg(- at-i
tacks, Mozambique has implied,
that the sabotage opcrations:

_were possible only with boulh,
..and not the rebels. for, desu‘oy-

Afncan complmty T




