
o The rebel  Mozambique Nat ional  Resis tance
(MNR) has said i t  is  wi thdrawing complete ly
f  rom ta lks wi th South Af  r ica and Maputo on
ending the f ight ing in  Mozambiqr ie ,  and is
launching " i ts  b iggest  ever  of fensive"  in  the
country The MNR had announced on 17
October that  i t  was wi thdrawing f rom the
tr ipar t ì te  commission u nt i l  Maputo recognised
i ts  egual  s tatus in  the negot iat ions,  bt r t  i t  d id
agree to par t ic ipate in  ind i rect  ta lks in  Pretor ia
on 29-31 October ,  wi th South Afr ica act ing as
go-between (AED 2.1 1:84;  19:10:84) .  l t
appears to have cal led of f  par t ìc ipat ion even
in these,  because of  Maputo 's  cont inuing
refusal  to  recognise the M N R's leg i t imacy.
M N R's L isbon-based representat ive Jorge

Corre ia said on 2 November,  "There is  nO point  in
cont in  u ing encou nters in  Pretor ia  because
(South Afr ican Foreign Af fa i rs  & Informat ion
Minis ter  Roelof ) 'P ik '  Botha,  who has a lways
demonstrated h imsel f  to  be an uncondi t ional
a l ly  of  the Marx is t -Lenin is t  regime,  does
not  mer i t  orJr  conf idence."  Corre ia 's  s tatement
f  o l lowed cancel la t ion -  at  the ins is tence of
t  he Sout  h Af  r ican govern ment  -  o f  an M N B
press conference due to have been held ìn
Pretoria on 1 November. yE f l  lU ! f l \ '


