Machel
names
new army
chiefs

MAPUTO. Mozam-
bique President Samora
Machel has appointed
eight new army com-
manders to step up op-
erations against Mo-
zambique National Re-
sistance movement re-
bels in central Zambezia
Province.

The president, pres-
enting the officers at a
rally in the provincial
capital of Quelimane,
said Zambezia was the
worst-hit of the coun-
try’s 10 provinces.

MNR violence was hin-
dering industrial devel-
opment in Zambezia,
which has a population
of three million people,
he said.

The opening of a
giant textile factory had
been delayed until 1985
and food was rotting be-
cause of transport prob-
lems.

The new provincial
commander, Brigadier
José Ajape, who re-
places = Major-General
Bonifacio Gruveta,
commanded the Mo-
zambican contingent
which fought with nat-
ionalist guerrillas in the
Rhodesian civil war be-
fore Zimbabwe’s inde-
pendence in 1980. —
Sapa-Reuter.
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