
Mozambique's Arnry bogged down
by the warsaw Pact rulebook

MAPUTO Eight years after
Mozambique gained independence
from Portugal ,  the old s logan of
Frel imo, the country 's  only party -
"'Ihe fight goes sn" - is sti l l as
meaningful  as ever.  I t  must  even be
taken literally. For four years now,
Samora Machel 's  government has
beern grappl ing wi th,  and unsuccess-
fu l ly  t ry ing to smash, a rebel l ion
that  i t  made the mistake of  under-
estimating for far too long.

'l 'oday, 
the F'relimo is fully

conscious of  the real  balance of
power in the country and the danger
that  the Mozambique Nat ional
Rcsistance ( l f  NM) represents.  I t  has
de'c lared l9Ul l  to be " the year of  the
global  st ruggle against  armed
band i t s " .

Since 1979, the I INM hzrs steadi ly
grown in nunrbers anr l  widened i ts
f ie ld o1'  operat ions.  I t  is  no\ \ '
ope ra t ing  in  ten  o { ' t hc  coun t ry ' s  I  I
p rov inces .  On ly  Cabo  l )e lgado  in
the extreme north,  the cradle and
stronghold of  F re l imo, has been
spared so far .  Manica and Sofala,
provinces in the country 's  narrow
central  waistband are st i l l  the
rebel l ion 's main hotbeds. ' lhe Ber ia-
Maputo road,  the only land l ink
between the centre and the south, is
pract ical ly  unusable.  The RNM
very recently moved into the
s p a r s e l y  i n h a b i t e d  a r e a s  o f
Zambezi, Gaza and Inhambane
provinces, as well as the regions of
Tete and Maputo. Some coastal
t o w n s  l i k e  I n h a m b a n e  a n d
Vilanculos are almost totally cut off
and supplied largely from the sea.

The RNM is said to have between
8,000 and 12,000 men. General
Sebastiao Mbote, chief of staff of the
Mozambican Army, thinks an
average of 1,000 rebels are to be
found in every one of the provinces
concerned. But some of them are
part-time fighters, as it were, joining
the RNM depending on the seasons
and needs.  I t  is  impossib le to know
how many of them have been press-
ganged. Some families tag on
behind the rebels,  especia l ly  i f  the

latter has the means for feeding
them.

Food is a weapon in this war
which knows neither fronts nor real
bat t les.  When the Mozambican
Army manages to provide a reason-
able amount of  food to v i l lagers,  the
qual i ty  of  the inte l l igence i t  obtains
improves remarkably.  I les ides,  the
rebels are wel l  equipped. According
to some, each guerril la fighter
carries a pistol, an automatic rif le
and a bazooka. They have excellent
rz id io communicat ions,  but  no
sophisticated heavy weaponry or
t ransport .  They move around on
foot.

' i 'he 
RNM uses standard guerril la

t a c t i c s ,  h a r a s s i n g  c o n v o y s ,
storming garr isons in rural  areas,
l : ry ing ambushes,  destroying ware-
houses and carr .y ing out  economic
sirbotage -  br i t lges,  ra i lway l ines
anr l  h igh tension l ines being the
targets -  and assassinat ing (" to set
a n  e x a m p l e " )  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s .
Kidnappings of foreigners and
missionaries, later freed unharmed
enables the rebels to keep publ ic
interest  in Europe. 1 'he RNM at  the
moment holds five foreigners. The
most recent kidnapping - of an
Italian technician - took place in
Apr i l .

None of  the RNM's str ikes.
however,  suggests the existence of  a
genuine guerril la army, a unified
command and closely coordinated
activities. The rebels swoop on an
isolated target in force, occupy a
vil lage for a few hours, burn crops
(30,000 metric tons of grain were lost
in this way last year), then melt
back into the bush. They seldom try
to take on Frelimo units and merelv
make the most of the enemy's *"u-k
points - insufficient numbers, poor
logistics and indifferent fighting
prowess. The Mozambican Army is
20,000 strong, but would need at
least twice as many to be able to get
on top of  thc s i tuat ion.

The RNM's flaws are its polit ical
inconsistency,  the absence of  a
speci f ic  ethnic group around which

to consolidate its hold, and the use of
terror rather than persuasion. The
RNM "vis i ts"  v i l lages,  but  does not
"work" them thoroughly.  Unl ike
F'relimo during its l iberation
struggle, the RNM leaves no
polit ical structures behind. The
rebels claim that after ten years of
struggle Frel imo was never able to
move about in such large areas,  but
so far they have not set up a single
authentic "l iberated zone" .

Last year the rebels launched two
offensives - the first in Zambezi
province in August ,  and the second
in December in the south.  The
counter-of fensive,  masterminded bv

by Jean-  P ie r re  Lange l l ie r

General  Mabote,  pushed back the
rebels who had inf i l t rated wi th in
100 k i lometres of  the capi ta l .  Since
then, the army has restored the
situation north of Maputo. It would
be r isky to conclude that  the RNM is
on the wane, for  the lu l l  noted in
recent weeks is  a lso an indicat ion of
a change in F ' re l imo pol icy.

F or a long time, the government
said nothing about the rebels'
activities, and this spawned a spate
of wild rumours. Then the 

-press

gave the war wide coverage
enabling the government to justify,
at home, the setting up of a people's
milit ia and, on the foreign front, to
buttress its accusations against
South Africa which is providing the
RNM with vital logistical support,
silence is again the rule in govern-
ment circles.

Skirmishes with the rebels
resumed a few weeks 4go, but
nobody mentions it. At the end of
April, a team was prevented from
helping drought victims in an area
80 kilometres from the capital
because of the prevailing insecurity.
The International Red Cross
Commit tee in Maputo is  running an
orthopeadic centre exclusively for
war amputees. Judging by the rate
of  admissiuns on average 40
wounded every month - and by the
size crf the waiting list (about 22),the
f ight ing has scarcely abated.  One of
every two wounded is a civil ian.
Many casual t ies are women blown
up by landmines whi le looking for
water in the bush.
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The government is careful not to
crow. "The enemy,"  predicted
General . "Mabote in Fiebruary, , ,wi l l
r e o r g a n i s e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e i r
permanent ties with South Africa."
Counter-insurgency measures were
stepped up. And for the first time
since independence, four govern_
ment opponents were shot in
January before a couple of thousand
spectators in a small town north of
Maputo. Two ministers watched
this summary execut ion.  Fol lowins
a col lect ive t r ia l  in February,  th i
IJeira revolutionary military"court
sentenced five RNM members to
death and six foreigners - five
Portuguese and a tsiiton to long
prison terms for involvement i i
sabotaging the port .  Since capi ta l
punrshment was brought back in
1979 for  "cr imes against  state
secur i ty" ,  some b0 persons have
gone befbre the liring squad.' l 'he government hai  taken a
vzrr iety of  measures to , ,bet ter

t le l 'end the socia l is t  homeland".  In
March l9t l2,  provincia l  mi l i tarv
cornnrands were turned over t ;
o f f i c e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  f o r m e r
t  re l rmo guerr i l las f rom the

rather than handle rif les before
starting a working day which often
as not  dragged on because of
pol i t ical  meet ings.

t 'ormer reserv ists were cal led un
to officer the newly formed pconle's
mi l i t ias.  Off icers who har l 'b""o-"
bureaucrats resumed 

"cti"u 
jutv

ancl weapons were broken ,rui
and dist r ibuted to the people _ a
g e s t u r e  m o r e  s y m b o l i C  t h a n
practical for the rif les so generously
h a n d e d  o u t  w e r e  w i t h o u t
ammunit ion.

-  The army's main weakness stems
from the kind of aid it is getting from
the Soviet  Union,  a id to ia l ly  unsui t_
3r, le to guerr i l la  f ight ing.  With
i n d e , p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  v i i i o r i o u s
revolut ion dismissed most of  the
o f t e n  i l l - e d u c a t e d  g u e r r i l l a s
considered unf i t  for  retra in ing in a
"modern army".  At  Moscow's
suggest ion,  the government bought
neavy weapons and formed a
co.nventiona-l army. At the Nampula
military college, Soviet instructors
tra in tank commanders using
Warsaw l )act  methoos-

br igades" -  400 ' fanzanians 
and

some 3,000 Zimbabweans.  ' l .he
Tanzanians are f r l r  the most part
t ra in ing NCOs near Maputo,  rvhi le
Robert  Mugabe's men are on the
tre ld where they protect  the l3eira_

)futarg oi l  p ipel ine,  which suppl ies
Zimbabwe and keep an e.ve n" t t - ,u
Maf<rrga pumping st : r t ion.  . l .hcv

: , J " ,  p a t r o l  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e
Iv lozambrcan Army and keep a
garrison in Tete.

Capt ive recip ient  of  insuf f ic ient
Sov ie t  a i r l ,  Mozamb ique  i s  seek ing
to broaden i ts  supply Jources.  I t  has
a p p r o a c h e d  s e v e r z r l  W e s t e r n
countr ies -  I r rance,  Br i ta in and
Portugal  -  as wel l  as yugoslavia
and tsrazi l  for  l ight  i "npo. , r ,
muni t ions and uni forms. Both
London : rnd Lisbon appear to be
wi l l ing to provide ad hoc assistance-.
hut  no Nato mcmber can g,  ; ; ;h '
fur ther in support ing a Marxist -
Lenlnrst  government c losely l inked
to the USSR. Portugal had agreed to
train 80 Mozambican offrcers in
anti-guerril la techniques at the
l , isbon mi l i tary col lege,  but  the pLan
wa.s postponed because the selected
officers cannot at present be
released from the Mozambican
Army.

regions where they serve and who
kngw. the local  p lople 

""J 
.p"uf .

the r r  l anguage .  In  , l une  las t  yea r  i t
set  up a basic 35-day para-mi l i tary
tra in ing ( 'ourse part icular l ly  fo;
rvorkers entrusted wi th the job of
d.efending their  p lants.  Some of
them prel 'errcd to qui t  thc i r  iobs

Officer cadets go through a seven-
y-ear. training programme, Iearn
Russian and take hol idays on the
tslack Sea shores, just iit u tlr.ii
pzech. and Bulgarian count""purl".
tsut they are taught neither'close
c o m b a t  n o r  b u s h  s u r v i v a l
techniques. The Mozambican Armv
has tanks and missi les which are
useless against the RNM, but not a
single helicopter which could be so
useful. The USSR is dumping its
stocks and refuses to chahee- the
nature of i ts supplies. I t  demands
payment in advance and in dollars
for spare parts for MiGs. It all loo[s
as though Moscow is not anxious to
give Frelimo the means to achieve a
q.uick victory. Cynics point out that
the continuing rebel l ion, as in
llrltrea tbr example, justifies
maintaining a supply iine of
massive mil i tary aid and keepins
several hundred Soviet adviseis ii
the country.

The number of military experts
from communist countries is
estimated to be between g00 and
1,000. As elsewhere in Africa, the
East Germans look after 

' 
the

security services. There are also
about 200 Cubans. North K.oreary
whose numbers are rncreaslng, are
said to have agreed to train intheir
country an initial detachment of 60
m9_n i1 anti-guerrilla fighting.' Io this must be added what the
RNM describe an ,, international

For some time now, the RNM has
been polishing up its nationalisi
legitimacy and claims in its radio
broadcasts, which have a fairlv
wide audience in Mozambique, thai
it is giving priority to ,,iraining
cadres so as to avert a politicai
vacuum when the Machel-govern-
ment is overthrown". With this in
view, it claims to have organised a
meeting of its followers in Geneva
early in March, but nothing -oru
was heard of it. The recent
mysterious killing of its strons_
man, Orlando Christ ina, hal
probably plunged the rebellion into
confusion.

- The rebellion is now four years
old, but F'relimo still descriles itNM
f ighters  as "armed bandi ts ' l
unworthy of being opponents, while
at the same time accusing this
"advance guard of the South
African Army" of working towards
specific political goals in Fretoria's
service. There is a contradiction
here. Until this is sorted out the two
sides brandish slogans. Frelimo's
cry of "Independence or death" is
answered by the RNM's ,,Freedom
or death". Both sides, however,
share one-catchphrase - , ,The f ighi
continues".

(May lZ)


