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A skirmish between 2im-
bab\yean troops and antj-
Frelimo guerillas in Mo-
zambique has underlined
the growing danger of the
rebels, alkefgedly backed
by South Africa, clashin,

with the forces of severa
Frontline states.

Though otherwise in-
consequential, the shoot-
out ad»pears to have been
the first acknowledged
contact between the Mo-
zambique National Resis-
tance (MNR) and
of a 'Mozambican ally
drawn into the conflict to

rotect its economic in-

rests,

When the three com-
panies of Zimbabwean
soldiers were sent to Mo-
zambique in mid-No-
vember they joined an es-
timated several thousand
Tanzanian troops sent by
President Julius Nyerere
to reinforce the Frelimo
forces.

Two other Mozambi-
can neighbours, Zambia
and Malawi, are believed
to have been asked by
President Samora Ma-
%l‘smgov?;nmont to

ough there
is no evE’ence“tﬁt any
yave arrived.

CLAIMED

However, in a recent
adjo broadcast an MNR
ipokesman claimed Zam-
lan troops had been de-
! already.
he skirmish in ques-
ion took place on Friday
vening when guerillas
aunched a ulortar tatuu:l:
n. a pumping station
bout galf gny'along the
ipeline that carries
108t of Zimbabwe's tuel
upplies from Beira to
[utare in Zimbabwe.
Before they could do
ny damage the at-
ickers were beaten off
y Zimbabwean troops
ationed at Maforga fo

totect the 288 km fuel
feline.

Clash with ..
Machel ally "I

points

DISCUSSED

Though the possibilit
of Ztmgabweamimar;
involvement in the Mo-
zambican conflict has
been for yea
Prime Minister Robert
Mugabe is believed to
have been forced into
takln%laction after the
:IN!I. lfnw up thetgduor-
a pipeline sta-
tion on Octog‘rn;‘l’. ¢
At the same time the
MNR kidnapped three
Portuguese technicians
their famili

and es.
The Portuguese were
, later rel but main.

tenance workers refused

-to &o back to the pipeline
with

out protection.

Now they are escorted
in and out of Mozambi.
que by troors and heli-
copter gunsh pe.

imbabwe's position
worsened when saboteurs

S, blew up part of the Beira

fuel tank farm causing a
fuel shortage crisis in
Zimbabwe just before
Christmas.

Other Zimbabwe im-
ports have also been
disrupted by MNR at-
tacks on road and rail
routes from Beira and
Maputo, increasing
Harare's dependence on
routes through South
Africa,

‘The MNR radio sta-
tion, Radio Free Africa,
has at least twice warned
that the movement would
begin attacking Zimbab-
wean targets if the Mu-
gabe government contin-
ued providing military
support to Mozambique.

Zimbabwe is not the
only black-ruled state In
Southern Africa with a
vital interest in Mozam-
bique's security.

Without the Mozambi-
can ports, landlocked
Zambia must rely on
South Africa to help shift
the huge overflow from
the inefficient Tanzam
Rallway to Dar es Sa-
laam,

Malawi came close to
economic strangulation
recently when the MNR
began ambushing vehi-
cles carrying food and
other supplies from Mo-
zambique’'s Tete Prov-
ince to lantfre.

The guerillas, who Mo-
zambique says were
operating out of southern

alawi, later broadcast
an assurance that they
had nothing ngainst Dr
Kumuzu Banda’s govern-
ment and would in future
protect his trade routes.

South Africa has repea-
tedlK denied helping the
MNR.

However, as an Indica-
tion of world opinion on
the subject, the prasti-
gious ew York Times

eclared in an editorial
Jast week:“No one would
be surprised to learn that
South Africa planned the
recent sabotage attacks
on the Mozambique oil
storage tanks.”

Relerring to “Pretoria
the bully”, the newspaper
suggested that South
Africa had planned the
attacks using black sur-
rogates,

t noted that the at-
tacks had left Zimbabwe
dependent on South Afri-
ca for oil and added:
“Foreing Zimbabwe to its
knees will not make it a
safer neighbour for South
Africa.”
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