
After stx ycnrs n n
,

r  t  . \ r ;J
. u l

yd u 1""' I
r l

r ? , l l u l l i
t . ' t  i

I t

blacn pilot
I cAHt rcmlmbcr rrrd.
fnl rnywbctr of Prcrldent
Ernon trehcl'r reacaion
to the dofrctlon of one of
tersmblque's flfh3rr pl-
.lotr tri South efFlcC eaily
llllr yerr, b.ut rn intervle*
ln the October edltlou of
Prce glves some indlcrtlon
of hls feellngs,

Reporter  Vusi  Khumalo
was at a Press conference
at Gaboroue durirg Presi-
dent  Machel 's  recent  State
v is i t  to  Botswana,

' A p p a r e n t l y  I  u ' a s  t h e
only  South Atr iean jo t t rnul '
ist there and was given the
opportuni ty  to  put  o l t lY one
o - u  e  s  t  i  o  n  t  o  t  h  t
M o z a r n b i c a n  l e a . d e r , '  t ' e '
ported Khumalo.

T h e  q u e s t i o n :  ' [ . t e u t
Bomba has been s inging lo
t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  P r e s s
and, i f  I  may us", the expres'
s ion ,  he 's  bee t l  a  c 'anary
who could ooth s ing and f lY,
I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  u t t e r -
ances to the South Afr ican
wh i te  Press ,  I ra r t i cu la r lY
the fact that after six ' ' rars
of independence in }Iozam'
b i q u e  i h e r e  h a s  h e e n  n o
prdgress and that was wtry
he left hls country, what is
the  Pres iden t ' s  eomment
and what is the uttitude of
your Government?'

K h u m a l o  r e P o r t s  t n a t
halfway through the inter-
' .rretat ion of the question
the Pres ident  jumPed t , tP
flom his chair.  Pul led the
ends of his mil i tat? coat,r
a d i u e t e d  h i s  t h i c k  w a i s t '
be[t, srniled sl:ily, shook his
h e a d  i n s e n s i t i v e l Y '  a n d
t h e n  w l p e d  h i s  s w e a t i n g
face,' W h e n  t h e  i n t e r P r e t e r
hrd f inished mY question.
Samorg Maehel hnd already
i n t f t e d  h i s  e h a i r  b a c h -
wsrds, left  the table, and

was facing me.
' l l e  t o  o k  o [ f  h  i s  d  a  r k

glasses and peePed at nre
as i f  I  was darker  than durk '
ness ltself,

'He spoke: "Thank you for
your qLestlon, f t iend, And
now tall rne, have you got a
black pilot ln South Aftisd,

'None,' I answered.
'Now you have one. ftorn

Itlozanrbjque - and that is
a  resu l t  

-o f  
t l eve loPment

after slx years,'
' A f t e r  h i s  r e P l y  t h e

"feathers" hit the fan, Thrt
e n t i r e  c o n f e r e n c e  r o o m
burst into a rapturous din
and laughtor arbund me al-
6ns t  bus t  my  eard rums, '
u'rote Khumalo,

Natal
Mercury,

13 October 1981


