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Key bridge destroyed

" From Joseph Hanlon
in Maputo

A road bridge near Belra,
Mozambique, was dvstroycd
yesterday - morning - by  an
armed band apparently from
the South African-backed
Natiopal Resistance Movewent.

The bridge crosses the River
Pungue. 30 miles porth-west of
Beira, Although its destruclion
cul the road haking Beira lo
Zimbabhwe and Maputo, the oil

pipeiine which links Beira and:

Umtall is attached to the
bridge but was. nof damaged.
Nevertheless the destryction of
the bridgeé  seems . likely to
delay the planned Jeopening of
the pipeline in December.
There were unconfirmed re-
ports that the nearby. railway
bridge  was' damaged in a
sevond atfack al the same time,
If true, this would cut rait
traflic petween Beira por{ and

Zimbabwe. It wobld not affect

traffic to Malawi and the Moa-

‘tize coal mine, howcever.
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