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cuts power.

linesto ¢
S. Africa

Ry Quentin Pee! in Johannesburg
and Diana Smith in Lisbon

FLECTRICITY supplies from
Mozambigue's  giant Cabora
Bassa hrvdro-clectric scheme to
South Africa—one of the most
fmpeoertant cconomic  linhs
hetween the two ldeotonically
hastile  neighbours — have
heen cut for more than a
month heecause of sabotage to
the got-mile power lines,

The full scale of the disrup-

tion has been revealed by
aflictuls in Jehannedhurz and
Lishon, who confirmi that ne

attempt has been made so far
to repair the damage hecause
of continuing security prob-
lems in Morambique.

The sahotage, presumed to
have heen carried out by the
discident  Mozambigue  Re-
sictance  Movement (MRM),
has deprived South Afriea of

almost 10 per cent of the
power supplies normally
availahle te 1he FElectricity

Supply Commission (ESCOY).

SroAntenio Martins, spokes.
man far Hidroelrcirica de
Cabora Bassa, the Portuguese
company  which  runs  the
power plant, said in Lishon
yiesterday that on December 6,
two pylans, one on each of the
fwin direet current power Jines
to South Africa. had bhren
blown up with explosive
charges fust south of Chimoio
in cenfral Mozambhique,

Technieal  inspectors  had
managed tn visit the scene

of the explosions, having to
walk several miles on oot
“in the most difficult security
conditions,” Sr. Martens said.
However, although the
Mozamhique Government had
been  fully informed, “fthe
company’s  repair  brigades
have not yet been authorised
to reach the scene of the
incidents duve to lack of
securlty in the area”

Repair wark wonld take
ahout two weeks once normal
security conditinns have heen
re-established, he said.

In the meantime, the enm-
pany, which is 85 per eccont
Porfnguese-owned, and  in
which the Mozamhigue Goy-
crument has a 15 per cent
stake, {s losing some RI145,000
(£83.000) o -dayv in payvments

hy ESCOM. (Cabhora Bassa
supplies Seuth  Africa with
1450 MW, the only other

outlet heing a 220 Kv power
line to the town of Tete,
which enly uses 3 MW,

A <pokesman for ls(“()ﬁ

said the loss of power fram

Mn2zamtbigue was not causing
any scrisus prohlems, hecause

fhe amount was well within
“the 17 per cont reserve norme

allv allowed hy the
gonerating  avthority,

The irony ahout the sahnt.
age is that the Mezambique
Government claims the
Maorzambigue Resistance
Movement is supported
and  supplied  with  arms
and equipment by the South
African  Government. How-
ever, within Mozambique it is
likelyv that the diszidents are

power

very snuch a law unte them-
serves, although it is the first

timie the power lines have
been suceessfully blown up.

The Chimoeio area is con-
sidered  the  worst hii hy
security  problems, amid  the
main roard from Mapuin in
Beira, whick passes throuch
e is conxidered unsafe
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