South Africa wages
secret war of terror

Cantinued from page 1

Rattsion far nine  months,
cama o lesve to Briain al
Christmas snd then decided
fo deert 1n tell his tale,
The result 38 the  frst
account of this shadowy unis

On paper there is nothing
{s distinguish 32 Bauslion
from the dozens aof ather
South African units fighting
in Namibia againsy SWAY
But, untike any sther un
3¢ is almost entirely conmd
posed of foreigners.

It hax a few South African
Yars, but most of il
white NCOs are mercenaries,
many of them British, and
tts ranks are  filled with
Pertnguese-speaking blasc k
Angolang, all recruited from
~another Angolan
movement

Ocrasténally, elements of
57 Baitalion emier Angols in
a Ctregulsr”  manpet—in
Snurh African Defence Force
uniforms.  carrying  normal
military identity papers aad
ang tags, and using standard
weapons. But. mtost - of the
rime—and ine ubit atms to
have - twe  companies  in
Angoke continuslly—they
ficht a very diffetent kind of
war.

Dressed  In unmarked
pamoufiage uniforms, under
sirict orders o carry no
documents of any jvpe, and
using -~ East European wea-
pans, they move ino Angofa
for sweeps through groups of
cillages. White offieers and
Qs black their ces. A
4l operation,
ed by Fdwards.

tevoive a formatfon of ove or
{wo plaioons MOvIng through
# village area gunAIng dawn
men, women, cbildren, and
Tivestoek,

In such sweeps they some-
times find, among ihe
a few zrmed men —
or may not have
heen SWAPO ~— but 3%
Fdwards makes clear most of
the dead are civifiams.

After describing the kiHling
of one group of adults agd
childrer who had tern off
thetr ciothes to show  hey
weT armed, Kdwards told
Pavies © 1 have had encugh
of it and I just thought
people sught o kaow wiat
we have been doing oul
there”

Asked yesterday 1o colt
ment on the gist of Mr
Tdwards’s story, the Seuth
African Ambassador in Lon-
don, Mr Marsis Steyn, said:
© From . what .we have been
told of the contents, it seems
io be such # concoction of
untruth, to & large extent

emanating from a sagle fadi-,

viduai wih ibe maoral fbre
of a deserte¥; that we feel it
i3 impossible t0 comment on
it unless we have seen the
full text amnd have had 2
¢hance 10 analyse the full
extent of the distortions pub-
lished, even though unwii-
tingly, in your newspaper.”

Earlier this  week in
Angola’s

Lasnds, deputy

minister of defence, Colonel’

David Meises, gave details of
s number of South Afmican
“gpecial operations” seen
from the Angolan side.

The dead pilot of & South
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South Africa’s secret war of terror

Southern ‘Angola is Pretoria’s front line in the war against SWAPOQ

( guerrillas fighting to control NMamibia. Now reports from the combat
| zone indicate suffering and destruction far higher than publicly admitted

SOUTH Africa’s military ope-
rations in southern Angeia
have grown o such an exient
that it Ix now waging a full

scale way far from its own

borders,
Apart  from incressingly
frequent. . incursions . inle

Angoela with regular ground
angd air forees. ihe South Afri-
¢ans are  also using  coverl
units whith, posingl az anti-
vernment  guerrillss, are
engsged in a brutal campaign
north of the border between
Namibia and Angela,

‘The war followed South
Africa’'s decision 1o make
Angota its  “front Yne”™
i erriflay of SWAPD
o3y African Peoples
Organisatisn), the liberation

t fighting s wreet

Afriean  Alovette P
shot down 1a Angola last
Ociober was found to have
the word Rhodesia tattooed
o his chest, the colonel &aid,
arguing that this proved the
South Africans, who have
always  dented employing
mercensries, are doing 3o

During 1980, he added,
there had been 815 reconnais
sance fights over Angola, 81
air aitacks, and 33 assaulls
by airborne iroups.

4078 0 o0 e

In the five Years since the
Angolan civil war the South
Africans  bhave  repeatedly
claimed that their operastions
in  Angela ate rconducied
entirely by regolar ferces,
specificaliy aimed st SWAFO

conirol of Namibia frem Pree

eamps and installatidng and
usnially - ordered anlv  in
direct . responise 1o SWAPD
strikes in Namibia,

Reports from Jenathan
Steele in the Angolun war
zone, where he has seen the
devastation wrongit by the
South  Africans, and  frem
Kick Davies in  Londaop,
piecing together the story of
South Africe’s secret © Bui-
Sem————— " W r———

Tradl of bloed which leads
.. bark te Pretoris, page 15
—— —
fsio Regimewd.” paint a very
different pictura

Davies' investigation, based
on interviews with a Brifish
deserter {rom the “ Buifals
Regiment,” wmore formally
known as the 32 Baitalion,
show that South Africa has

t

of its war i
killing and tevrorising of
Angoiagn civiiians in any ares
where SWAPO might find
support or heip. r
A further vefinement iz
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that the covert units of 32
battalion pasz off much of
their dirty wock as thel of
i the Angslan libe-
aten movement which wag
defzated in the civil war byt
which hangs on in thal coun-
iry in unofficial aliiznce with
the South Afficans.

South Afvica thus gaing %
potitical borus, in addition to
any military objectives
achieved. by projecting the
image that UNITA's popitlar
support and fighiing sower
are  unimpaired, whereas
most ohservers believe that
both have greatly diminished,

Stesie’s report makes
equally elear that, while the
Seuth Africans have attacked
ihe few SWAFO instalistions
within their rsnge, mest of
iheir recent  astaulis  have
beea on purely Angolan tar-
gets - roads,
bridges and military camps.

The conciusion from the
he pot anly
restraint  Seuth
ms fo e observing
are pure fction bt fh i the
scale of tha suffaring and de-
struction  jaflicted  hy - ifg

e
3
-

hath regular and
4 goes well bevond
what has  heen  previeusiy
puhlticly known,

In his tour of southern
Angela  Stesle  reperts  that
Bouth African  attacks are
directed al Jeast ag much
againgt  Anzels  as  apainst
thoir effciat

Within
Paign is the
zimost
sgained vi

directed
wazed by,
Trovor John
British ey
old his story
in  the Gu sn and o
Thames Tel ion, who will
by an interview wiih
m tenight
1 ds  served  with 32
Turn e Back page, eol 1
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Arevor Edwards, the British mereenary: “{ have had
snnuch ™



