Mozambique close

BY QUENTIN PEEL

MOZAMBIQUE yesterday closed
its borders with neighbouring
Rhodesia, announced the imposi-
tion of full economic sanctions,
seized all Rhodesiap assets io
the country and banned ail com-
munications between ' the two
countries,

This follows the .escalation of
border incidents betweep the
neighbouring. States in. which
Rhodesian troops have crossed
into Mozambigue in “hot pur-
suit™ of black nationalist
suerillas,

In an émotional radio broad-
cast President Samora Machel
called on Mozambiquans to dig
air vaid shelters, and said all
production had been placed on
a war footing. He accused
Rhodesiu  of  bombing border
villages, and chaimed his forces
had shot down Rhodesian air-
craft involved in the rajds.

In Britain ‘the decision was
weleomed by the Government as
a2 major step in the economic
sanctions battle - against the
illegal white regime in Salisbury.
But reports that the announce
ment  constituted  a . full-scale
declaration of war were dis-
counted both - in London and
Salisbury.

In Rhodesia the move, which
cuts the railway lines which
carry an estimated 40 per ceat.
of the coumtry’s exports, was
deliberately played down. in

nonnecyy 8

the Government's first official
reaction.

Pregident Machel's brdpadcast,'
made  from the . Prefidential
palace in Mapute - (formerly
Lourenco  Marques), . fnally
closes 1the Mozambique connec.
tion which hus helped keep the
Rhodesian régime elonomically
afloat since its unilateral declara.
tion of independence.'

‘It 8 known that the'‘decision
to ‘ipipose sanctions, which is
likely: to affect adversely the
Mozambique economy as:much
as it hurts Rhodesia, was fnally
agreed-at a meeting of the Presi-
dents: of . Zambia, Tanzsnia,
Mozambique and Botswana held
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in Mdizambique ip early Feb

ruary. )
President Machel appeated to
socialist nations o5 r1, and
y

form of communication with the
territoary controlied by the
racist regime. The agricultural
and industrial sectors are placed
on a war footing."

He said Mozambique was being
attacked by * Rhodesian troops
vho have killed and maimed
men, women and children” e
added: * Fighters of the Mozam-
bique Liberation Ariny. you will
delest the enewy and crush the
aggressor who s visialing the
peace.”

Rhodesia fast month 1aanched
a  “holt pursuit" rad  nte
Mozambique, and its forces kitled
24 guerillas at their camip. Preai-
dent Muche! identified the ares
as the village of Paturi, on the
south-east border, and claimed
that the sttack was an act of
war. ~ Rhodesiun airerafy bad
crossed South African territory

in the course of the attack, he’

said.
In London British Government

officials said the impeosiion of

sanctions by Mgzambique iy
bound to have grave implicaions
for Rhodesiz. Bur an incressing
amounit of Rhodesia's exports
have been ‘diverted to the two

reingining railwayg linms linking

jt with Soyth rica. smpnce
Mozambique's [ndependence last
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June. President Machel’s move
has been on the cards ever since
his Frelimo movement took tver
the Government, but he has
apparently not feit economically
capable of carrying it out until
now.

The closing of two rail lines
to Beira and Maputo, will cut
off one of Mozambique’s most
important sources of foreign
exchange. But Commonwealth
Governmenis have promised Mr.
Machet's adnnnistration up to
£15m, ,

The principal Rhbodesian
exports hit will be agricultural
srops and minerals  especially
niujze and chrome, whichk South
African ports have up to pow
been unable to handle.
Rbodesian exporters may have
to decide their priorities for ex-
ports in the future,” hecause
there is doubt as to whether the
remaining rall lines are capable
of carrying all the goods which
bave been sent via Mozambique,

Whether Rhodesia can find an
alternative route for its goods
depends now on South Africa
which finds itself in a serious
dilerama.



