
Famine threatens Tete W.9 ) l t t l  ,"511
Tete province in the northwest faces t,Z0
worsening famine i f  more in temat io  na l  
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he lp  i n  t he  f o rm  o f  f ood  a id  and
t ranspor t  is  not  prov ided soon,  prov ince
gove rno r  Edua rdo  A rao  wa rned  i n  a  29
Oc tobe r  i n te r v i ew  w i t h  t he  Mapu to  da i l y
No t i c i as .  Food  s tocks  a re  down  to  13 ,000
tonnes  o f  g ra in ,  he  sa id ,  l ess  t han  ha l f
the amount  needed to  feed the 

'135.000

d rough t  v i c t ims  i n  t he  sou th  o f  t he
p rov ince  f o r  a  mon th .

Fa rmers  i n  t he  no r th  o f  t he  p rov ince
have  p roduced  a  ma ize  su rp lus  t h i s  yea r ,
bu t  t r anspo r t  sho r tages  and  Mozamb ique
Na t i ona l  Res i s tance  (MNR)  ambushes
have  made  i t  d i f f  i cu l t  t o  d i s t r i bu te  t he
g ra in .  Mos t  f ood  a id  i s  be ing  b ro i r gh t
250 k i lometres f rom Bei ra  by t rucks
unde r  m i l i t a r y  esco r t ,  and  a  round  t r i p
for  a  convoy carry ing 350 tonnes of
food takes 30 days.  Arao added that  the
ava i l ab le  t r ucks  had  a  t o ta l  capac i t y  o f
o n l y  7 1 2  t o n n e s  a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t
had  been  h i t  by  aJO pe r  cen t  sho r t f a l l  i n
f u e l .

Meanwh i l e ,  t he  Ne the r l ands '  DAF
Trucks is  to  sLrpp ly  16 four -wheel -dr ive
veh i c l es  t o  d i s t r i bu te  20 .000  t onnes  o f
ma iz ,e  p rov ided  unde r  Du tch  f ood  a id  i n
the  d rough t -h i t  So fa la  and  Man i ca
p rov inces .  Spa res ,  t oo l s  and  two  yea rs '
mechanica l  ass is tance have a lso been
p rov ided  i n  a  Du tch  gove rnmen t - f  i nanced
c o n t r a c t  w o r t h  D F l 2  m i l l i o n  ( S 5 8 4 , 0 0 0 ) .
Once  the  f ood  hau lage  i s  comp le te  t he
t r i r cks  w i l l  be  L rsed  i n  se t t l emen t  schemes
in the two prov inces.


