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,FOR úhe first tlrrb over, the
Ângo'nla plateau, ln lÍozalnblque!
nortllrrvestcpl proVlnoc Of Tctc, is
faclng hunger.

This €merg€ncJr hae notlúng
to do wttn the rveather. Angonto
is blesô€d rrlth somc of tüe besü
conütlons for ogrlordtursf produc-
tion ln the cquntty. ft has abrn-
dantr raf,nÍall, feúllo soüs, and n
clllna,te temperate enough to grow
fndts euch as cpples, peaclree ond
strawberries.

fn the past Angonl,o supplled
malzo, potatoes, frutü alld nrnat
not only to thp Ìcst of Tetg' but
also to Mnputo cnd otrhe,r uirbo,n
cenhee.

Not any nxlne. Souúh A,frloan-
slrcnsored bandltqr haõ tururd
Angonlo frorn e bcea.dbasket lnto
c rvastelaad.

Th€ gtaÃt ststo f,arrr that once
dominated the plh.teaure econpÍrqr,
úho AngOrúa ag:ro-industrlnl com-
plex'(known by the acron;rrn Caln
- noü to bo confusod rrúth t'h.e
torvn ln Sofalo prOvlnoo of t1e
sanro neme) ls ofiectlveily dead.

"Cala ls para,l'5nsedr" soys the
A4gonto distrtot adnrlnletrator,
Cdc Âlberto Zscorlas. ..AIl the in-
stallotlons have been eompletely
destro5rctl."

South Afrlcran-backed lìtNIì
bandflts, opem,tlng out of lfalawi,
have attacked the steto f,srm nlne
tirneo elncô f9t4. Tho elghth nnd
ntnth ralds, eanller thtg yea,r,
Íinally wrecked tho eornplex. lÌIil-
lions of do[ars wortl of lmported
cqufpnent - t'rantors and com-
blne ha,rvest€rs, for lnste[ce
ç'ns destroyed. Malze and poüotoes
hed been planted, hlt lt rvns lm-
posslblo to lroryeet them, and tho
crops rot In the üelds.
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and are currently tn tha provtnciat
eaplta,l" Teüo Clty.

Peabant famtly agrlcnrlturo in
Ángonla has also boen dlsrupted.
íFeoplo &re cons,tontly lrn th,r
mover" seys Cdô Zacerlas, .'and s0
agrlculture beoornes lmtrrcsslble."

IìINB attqcks bavo turnecl
Angonla'e peabante Into nomads.
Sorne have €dc&ped the lv&r by
fleelng over the border lnto trIa,.
lowl. lbe dtstrtct adminlstrútlt:n
knows ot P0 fl)O people (10 per-
oe-nt of the dlrtÌtct's populatlon)
rvho bave crossed the borderr Bnd
foars thoü tho real ügure may he'hlgher.

I There ls pmbtlcally notblng
leÍt la tho wa,rcüouseB ln the dle-
trtret capltal, Ulongrre. Ite people
here are lorgely depondent on
food suppllee from the Tete branch
0f the Dlrasúers Control ()frce
(DPCCN). Itut thre road Írom Tete
Ctty to Ulongue ls too danrgeroue
to ünarmll and so the DPCCtrü's
food entcrs rio Malou'l. ,

Tho road f,rom Ulonguc to the
border ,ls sborrt 20 km long and
i;s relatlvely sofe.

But Dlozamblcan officlüs ln
fllongue complaln that the ilÍala-
wlans charrge hlgü lnrurrance, foen
(ln trhreilr own currìenclr) for trucks
treveüf,ng Into Mozamhlque.
DPOCN-Tete is short of tlrc oasb,
üo pay ttrern. sThg Malawtans a,re
tteüberotely maldng ttr dlrfrcult to
get food ln" accuneÊ Cdo Zacariae.

The last conelgnmont to anrtve
ln Ulongue rryas Just on€ ütttc|r
carrying 140 sacks of matzq atrd a
quanttüy of eoap. õ0 00O people -
e íruBtteÌ of Angonle's populatton
- aFo now ln or a,round ulongue;
sìnd when I wae there, ttto admln-
lctnoüon had noô yet fgured ouü
how to dtstribute susü n smaili
quan$ty of food among Eo nrsny
people,

Tbo prevlous conelgnment,
wlúch alrlv€d ln Iìlarch,

enough malze flour to give eaah
fa.mlly ha,tf a sach each.

Fïelds lB the imrnedlate vlot-
nlty of tho'town provldb sorno re-
llef, ,epd oocanrionally fanúlles try
to harvest nomothing from semi-
lrbandoned fields furttren aril'ay.
But they only 6e thle whon ne-
cornpantd by an armed oeoort.

Tho obvlow al,tüetnativo for
Illongue ls sn airltft, wlúch rycxrlel
bo expenslvo but safe. The town
IloBÊo0B€È a rellabfe atrstrip.

On tfto outsklrts of the town rr
new suburb ls sprtnglng up. Cde
Luelano Cullnjl, a f'rellmo eentral
comnütüee urembor who tlves in
Ulongue, expfalus thet nrany of
ühoce bulldlng houses hero hove
been dlepbced bV the war. Many
have returned ofter weekç or
moaths of exlle ln Ma,lanrd.

Ons of the returneew, Ode Saul
Conalo, took hls wlfo and four
cÌrildren lnto ltatawl to es€âJfc
1ìINR attacks, and ended up ln a
la,rgo rofugeo c.amp at Noheu. IIo
stayed for tl month, but fou,ud
llfe tn tho camp rnleerabfre. ..There
wasn't enough food therer" he
complhlne, ..and there were dlffi-
cultles wlüh clotlúng and heolth."
And so ln Juno the farmlly made
thetr way to Ulongue.

T[erc ,s & clear &ttompt to
return to somethllg opprodr:hing
norma,llty ln ftÊ nelv srrburìi,
Llvestock ls being reaü€d (both
cows and pigs), and p now well,
has becn dug. For food the fam-
lltes ha.vo relled partly on thelr
own nearby felds, and partl.y cn
prevlous DPCCN dletribuütons.

The admiaistretion ls urgenflv
seeklng not only food, elothing and
mediclneg but aiso sueds, ltoer.,
nrac,hetc.s r'nd other agrierritur;rl
handtoots, so tüatr even uEde,r dtf-
fioult alrcumgtanees, people in Ànd
aÌound Ulongus câ,Jo úake thls
fertllo land produce. - Ziana-A&ìI-
P&oe.
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