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A bag step f,orward in
oprixsaary educatiosi

By HUGH KAY

As la te as 1958 i t  was t rue to
say that  95 per  cent"  o , f  the
people of  Mozambique were
i l l i t e r e t e .  S i n e e  r h e n .  r h c  g r i i p h
of  pr imary educat ion has
rocketed i lpwards,  but  thc tes l
of  Por tuguese in ten, t ions wi i l
l u r n  o n  t h e  s p e e d  w i t h  w h i c h  l h e
G o v e r n n r e n t  n o w  d e v e l o p s  i t s
s e c o n d a r y  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  g r a d e s ,
and the centres of  h igher  s t i rd , ies.

There are two leve, is  of  pr i -

ma,ry  school ing.  lV lo 's t  AJr ican
pupi is ,  and some Asi .e ins and
m u l a t t o s  a s  w e l l .  g o  t o  C a t h o i i c
miss ion schools .  run wi th
Governmen, t  a id.  They begin
wi th three 1.ears of  k inc iergar ten,
f i rs t  and second grades.  Here

they learn the Portuguese lan-
guage and the rudiments of  the
three Rs.

Then comcs pr imary school
proper :  th i rd and four th grades,
the,p n year  in  the qual i fy ing
c lass for  en, t ry  in to secondary
school .  The subjects  are Po,r tu-
guese language and h is tory,  the
( - h r i s t i a n  e t h i c ,  h a n d i c r a f t s  a n d
agr icu ' l t  ure.

Teacher training
Few pupi ls  get  as far  as the

qual i ; fy ing c lass,  but  complet ion
o I  t b e  f o u r t h  g r a d e  c a n  q u a l i l y
a  s t u d e n t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a s  a
t e a c h e r  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  p r i m a r y
"  posts " -as opposed to fu l l -
b lown pr imary schools .  These

pos/ts have sprung up in scores of
out ly ing v i l lages.  anci  keen yourrg
A f r i c a n  t e r c h e r s ,  b v  g i v i n g  u p
thei r  vacat ions.  manage to kee,p
a year  o, r  lwo ahead of  the i r
s e n i o r  p u p i l s .

W h i t e  c h , i l C r e n .  A s i a n s  a n d
mu, lat tos are supo, tsed to d is-
pense rv i th  k indergal ten and go
t o  G o v e r n m e n t  p r i m e r y  s c h o o l s
wi th a l ive-year  course.  Al l
pr imar l ,  s tuc lents,  whichever  leveL
they corne t rom. are e l ig ib le for
Govern 'men' t  secondarv schools .
a c a d e m i c  o r  v o c a t i o n a l  ( t h a t  i s ,
technica l ) ,  pro,vrded t rhey have
p a s s e d  t h e i r  q u a l i f v i n g  g r a d e -

T h e  t r o u b l e  i s  t h a t  l l  i s  t h e
m a x i m u m  e g e  f o r  s t : r r l i n g  i n
pr imerv school ,  w*hi le  1; l  is  the
m a r i n r u m  a g e  f o r  s t a r t i n g  i n

secondary school. Many African
chi ldren tend to s tar t  the i r
5chool ing la te,  and do not  f in ish
t h e  k i n d e r g a r l e n  c o u r s e  i n  t i m e
to qual i fy  for  fur ther  .s tudies.  In
1959.  there were 392,796 chi l -
dren in  th is  grade,  and of  these
o n l y  6 . c ) : S  w e n t  t o  p r i m a r y
s c h o o l .

Small percentage
T h e  l a t e  E d u a r d o  M o n d l a n e

recal led that ,  in  a Govern,nrent
h i g h  s c h o o i  h e  v i s i t e d  j n  1 9 6 1 ,
only  40 out  of  800 pupi ls  were
Afr icans.  Secondarv schools
were terv in  number and a l l  were
located in  towns.  Few Afr ican
parents could af ford the board-
ing fees,  even though tu i t ion was

virtually free, and they certainly
c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  p r i v a t e
secondary schools ,  where tu i t ion
had to be paid for  as wel l .

The bot t leneck then.  a.s  now,
wes in  teacher- t ra in ing.  In  1961
there were four  t ra in ing estab-
l ishments.  wi th  3.11 students and
oniy 65 graduates each year .

H o w e v e r .  w h e r e l s  i n  1 9 5 8
only 300,000 chi ldren were at
school ,  a  th i rd of  the school -
a g e  p o p u l a t i o n .  t h e  t o t a l  h a s
been doubled s ince.  Thus one
in 12 of  th€ present  populat ion
is  in  school ,  and about  hal f  o f
the 5-14 age group.  As la te as
1965,  however ,  too many
p r i m a r v  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  i n
"  posts "  ra ther  than "  schools , "
as many.  in  fact .  as 75 per

cent. (In Angola the figure was
only . {5  per  cent . }

The la test  avai lab le d is t r ibu-
t ion breakdown re lates to 1966,
but  the pat tern has not  substan-
t i a l l y  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h e n : -

PUPILS IN 1966.67

A l l p r i m a r y  . . .  . t 4 5 . 5 8 6

Sec ondary-Technical
( inc luding teacher-
t ra in ing)  15,541

Secondary-Academic .  .  9 ,866
Nl iddle-Tech nical 589
U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d i e s  . . . .  6 3 2
Var ious ( inc luding semi-

nar ies)  1,34E

,r3,56'

In  judging Mozambique's  re-
cord i t  is  fa i r  to  say that  in  1960
the genera l  i l l i teracy level  for
A f r i c a  a s  a  w h o l e  w a s  8 1 . 5  p e r

c e n t .  a n d  a s  m u c h  r s  8 S . 1  p e r

cent .  in  West  Afr ica.  In  the
5 - 1 9  a g e  g r o u p ,  M o z a m b i q u e
was school ing 26 per  cent .  o f  the
school  age popuiat ion in  i964,
an improvement  on Sierra Leone
( 1 6  p e r  c e n t . )  a n d  T a n z a n i a  ( l l

p e r  c e n t . ) .  B u t  U g a n d a  s h o w e d
3 1  p e r  c e n t . .  C o n g o - K i n s h a s a  3 9
p _ e r  c e n t - ,  G h a n a  6 l  p e r  c e n t . ,
Kenya - i3  per  cenr . ,  ar rd R. i ru-
desia 54 per  cent .  , {5  regards
the f igures for  secondary level
a lone,  the d i f ferences were
smal ler .

School ing at  pr imary level  in
\ l o z e m b i q u e  h a s  m a d e  d r a m a t i c
st r ides,  and the great  s t ress now

is on technical schools. But
secondary educat ion genera l ly  is
s t i l l  a t  a  h i g h  p r e m i u m .

Tfus may be par t ly  due to
fears tha i  an educated e l i te  wi l l
develop before the jobs are
ready to g ive them employment :
the pol i t ica l  curse of  o ther  Afr i -
c 3 n  s t a t e s .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e
problem of  tak ing secondary
educat ion out  to  the bush.  wi th
roads to be bui l t ,  t ranspor t  to
be prov ided.  and sophis t icated
b u i l d i n g s  t o  c o n s t r u c t .

T h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  c r i t i c i s m  i s
t h a t  P o r t u g u e s e  e d u c a t i o n  j s

h e a v i l v  E u r o p e a n ,  w i t h  s c a n t  a t -
tent ion to Afr ican h is tory and
a n t h r o p o l o g y .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t
Afr ican ct r l tures tend to be i ived
r a t h e r  t h a n  w r i t t e n ,  b u t  t h e
t radi t ionaJ hero ic  epic .  passed
trom mouth to mouth,  does not
receive the at tent ion i t  does in
the Afr ican States.

The centre of  univers i ty
studies,  opened in  1963 in
Lourenco Marques.  is  ext remely
up- to-date and staf fed by h ighly
t ra ined teachers.  I t  is  concen-
t r a t i n g  f i r s t  o n  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g .
b i o l o g y  a n d  p h y s i c s ,  m e d i c i n e
a n d  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  a g r o -
nomy and now on language
departments as wel l .

T h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
courses at  Lourenco lv larque5 is
equivalent  to  that  of  L isbon
U n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t o  u n d e r g o
r e f o r m ;  a t  p r e s e n t ,  P o r t u g u e s e
courses are too long"  too
theoret ica l ,  and involve too
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many subordinate subjects, and
the Rector  of  the Centre,  Dr .
Veiga Simao,  rvho secured h is
phvsics doctorate at  Cambr idge.
is  one of  the most  earnest
ref  ormets.

I t  may be .sa id that  there are
pol i t ica l  mot ives behind the
postponement  of  facul t ies for
law and pol i t ica l  sc ience.  Yet
the fact  remains that  lv{ozam-
b i q u e ,  i i k e  o t h e r  A f r i c a n  c o u n -
t r ies,  is  less in  need of  law,vers
t h a n  o f  m e n  r v h o  w a n t  t o  b u i l d
danrs and br idges,  prospect  for
minera ls  and develop agr tcu i ture.

Top level intake

The country 's  pol i t ica l  fu ture
wi l l  depend in  no smal l  measurc

on what  is  done wi th the Afr ican

graduate.  At  present  onlv  15
per  cent .  o f  the centre 's  in take

is  non-European:  Asian,  Chinese

and Afr ican.  There are doubt-

less manJi  mulat tos in  the other
85 per  cent . .  whose nr ixed or igrn
is  too d is tant  to  t race as such.
B u t  u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  g r a d e s
a n d  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  r e c e i v e  a n
f ,dequ:r le  boost .  the Afr ican in-
+ ^ r - -  - r  r ^ -  l ^ , , - I ; ^  L ^ r , F , J  + ^  h F( v P  r v  Y ! !

s l o w .

On an opt imist ic  scale,  the
current  Development  Plan Pro-
poses to sPend 2.700m. escudos
on overseas educal lon.  more
t h a n  f i v e  t i m e s  a s  m u c b  a s  l t s
predecessor .


