
Hijackjh,ama
Gunman forcesprtoÍ
to fI ta-Jan Smuts

JOHANNESBURG. - A
lono gunman wielding
anlií47 riÍle híjacked a
Royal Swazi Air aircraft
oo aflight from Maputo
in  Mozambique las t
night,  d ivert ing the
plane to Jan Smuts Air-
porh

The hijacker forced the pilot to
ÍÈ the plane, which was bould
for Xenzini's Mstsepa airpon in
Sruiland, to Masenr in Lesotho,
but the aircraÍÌ was apparentlY
uneble to land because landing
IiShtr wer€ out of order.

It is believed tbe pilot then
ertcd pctmlslion to land at Jau
SDut&.-{t'ttGe.radod the three.hour bi-
j *kiug dtami'when they- stormed
the Royel Srtszi Âirline plane at
the Johannerburg airport.

It wac not immediately clear
whether the unidentifted gun-
man, allegedly armed with an
AK-{? assault riÍle; surrendered
or rvalr overpowercd by poli*.
Police at the airport said the hi-
jacling wa8 over, but did not im-

mediately release any detaiÌs.
At least three people - one

believed to be the hijacker -
were tâken to a hosPital.

A doctor. who declined to iden-
tify himsell said at least one of
thè Patients had gunshot wounds.

"Àll ot them are alive. The pa-
tients are Í-lne - they are stable,"
he said.

The hijacked Fokter 28 landed
at Jaa Smuts shortly before 8pm,
üaazini AirpoÉ manager Mr B D
lllatswayo confirmed.

IIe said authorit ies at Jan
Smutl Airport were negotiating
rith the hijacker or hijackers.

SwaziÌand's Director of Civil
Aviation Mr D Litchfield. said
lert niglt the hijacker had de-
oanded to be Ílown to Australia.

He said he had no further de-
teils and w8s trying to remain in
telepbonic contact with Jan
SEütt Airporl

ltc SA Minister of Tlansport,
Dr Plet Welgemoed, was also at
the airporL

A SA Police spokeswoman said
a mao wielding an AK47 asrault
rifle had hijacked the plane. She
eaid the hijacker had been drink-
in&

temberr of the Internsl Stabil-

ity Unit and police psychologists
Pere sent to Jan Smuts airporl

Mr lÍlatswayo said the aircraÍÌ,
which was on a scheduled pas-
senger Ílight from Maputo to Man-
zinl sas the same plane involved
in the Seychelles hijacking of
1S1.

tereenary Colonel "Mad" Mike
Hoarc led a group of 4l men in a
coup attempt on the island in that
year when they Ílew into the
country on a scheduled Swazi Air
fligbt

The coup att€mpt was uncov-
ercd when an alert customs oÍfi-
cial searehed the baggage ofone
of the group.

In a subrequent shootout at the
airport Col Hoar.e and his band
hijaclcd an Air India jet to get
out of the Seychelles.

ltey Ílew to Louis Botha air-
nort ia Durben, wherc tbey.sere
arr.erted.

OA D F Malan aviation contml
sorker said t\ro Johannesburg-
bound flights - South Aftican
Aitrayr' S.dÍlÍlô and Flitestais
Gtl10 - were brieÍly delayed in
teting off last nigbt, but both
wcre given the all<lear by 8.30
and "everything war back to nor-
Ed'. - Sapa, Staff RepoÉers


