
Address by the Mozambican Minister oí Planning, lhe Hon Mario Machungo

The s ign ing of the Non-Aggress ion and good nc ighbour l iness Agreemcnt
on the banks of  the Nkomat i  R ivcr ,  bet rvccn the People 's  Republ ic  o f
Mozanrb ique and thc Rcpubl ic  o f  South Af r ica,  on 1( r  March 1984r .  opens up
a ncw s tege in  the rc la t ions bet rvcor  the Pcople 's  Republ ic  o f  Mozarnb ique
and thc Republ ic  o f  South Af r ica.

For  us i t  rvas undcrs tandable  that ,  thc  rvav chat  lcd to  thc  s ign ing oí  the
agrccÌ1 . ìcnt ,  on ly  the rcspect  o f  thc  un ivcrsa l ly  rccogrr izcd pr inc ip lcs  that
govcrn thc  rc la t ions an lonq Sratcs  r ' , 'ou ld  c l tsurc  to  br ins  about  a  c i in ta tc  o f
pcace rvh ich rvou ld  a l los '  thc  dcvc lopmcnr  o f  thc  cconomic rc la t ions bc-
t \ \ ' cc Ì ì  our  t \ \ 'o  cout r t r ics .

I ìy  cnshr in ins  thcsc pr inc ip lcs ,  qovcrn inq thc rc la t ions bcnvccn sovcrc ign

Statcs ,  rcqard lcss o f  thc i r  po l i t ica l ,  ccononr ic  and soc ia l  systcms.  are crcatcd
the s i r re  qua non condi t ions torvards the va lor isat ion o f  the gcographic  con-
t isu i tv  charactcr is ing thc l )cop lc 's  I ìcpubì ic  o iMozanrb iquc and rhc Rcpubl ic
of  Souch Af r ica,  u ' i th  rcgard to  thc  u t i l i zar ion o f  rhc  in f rast ructurcs or  o f
na tu r r l  r csou rccs .

I t  r t 'as  aqainst  th is  beckdrop that  thc  ta lks  o Ì1  thc  Cahora IJassa Schcmc
wcrc  hc ld .

Thc Agrccr Ì Ìc l ì t  rvc  havc jusr  s igncd,  onc r Ì Ìonth  a f tc r  rhc  Nkorra t i  Acrcc-
l t lcn t .  is  in  kccp ing rv i th  thc  pr inc ip lcs  rovcrn ing thc rc la t ions bctu 'ccn our

Srarcs,  and cont r ibutcs  torvards thc  br ing ing about  o f  a  c l i rnatc  o f  sccur i ry ,

sr : rb i l i tv  and proercss in  th is  rcg ion of  thc  At l ican Cont incr r t .

Thc Cahora Bassa Schcrne is  inc l isso lub l ,v  l inkcd , ,v i th  thc  cconomics o f

o t r r  cot t t t t r ics .

Thc Porrugucsc Govcrnnrcnt  hes a lso rca l iscd that  on ly  rhc i r rscr t ion o f  the

Cahora l3assa schcmc in  the cconomv of  th is  rcg ion,  rvou ld  nrakc v iab le  the

pro jcc t ,  and thc p lanning of  fu turc  dc- r 'c lopnrcnts .

In  th is  conncct ion,  i ts  cont r ibut ion to  thc  rcaì izat ion o í  th is  Agrccr r Ìer ì t

u ' i l l  bcncf i t  a l l  the cor rccrncd par t ics ,  such is  worrhrvh i le  and mer i ts  to  bc

d t r l r ' Ì r a i l cd .

Excel lenc ies,  the Cahora Bassa schcme Agrcement  in  i ts  tex t  is  cognisant

r f  thc  dccp changes that  took p lacc in  th is  Rcgion,  and doubt lcss lv ,  such

rccoqnit ior-r lcd to the creation of thc condit ions r. l 'hich ensure that t Ìre

in tcrcs ts  o f  thc  thrcc  counrr ics  arc  safcguardcd.

Thc Agrcenrcnt .  in  sc t r ing out  thc  respons ib i l i t ies  r .vh ich thc  thrcc  par t ics

shoulder ,  in  ordcr  to  kccp thc schcrnc in  operat ion,  rcvca ls  that ,  morc thaÌ r
jus t  bc ing n lcre  in tent ion,  thcrc  is  rca l ly  an unshakeablc  wish to  cnsurc  i r
qo inq  on .

This Aerccnlcnt u' i l l  dcmand a decp comnritmcnt from the part ics con-
ccrncd,  in  i ts  nrater ia l iza t ion.

F lorvcvcr .  we are aware that  thc  Agrecrncnt  wc have s igncd hcrc  has cne-
nr ics :  thosc rvho suf fcr  f ronr  cornp lcxcs o f  l i v ing in  cqual i ty  and cocr is tcnce,
thosc rvho are opposcd to  thc  crcat ion o f  a  c l i rnatc  o f  respcct  o f  the sover-
c ienc,v  and rcr r i tor ia l  in rcer i ty  o f  the Statcs  o f  thc  Rcgion and those u 'ho,
r , , , ' i sh inc to  inrpa i r  thc  c f for rs  a imi r rg  a t  thc  po l i t ica l ,  cconomic and soc ia l  pro-

srcss o f  rhc  rcg ion,  rv i l l  seck wavs of  h indcr ing thc matcr ia l isa t ion o f  th is
Agrccnrcnt .

Wc arc  ncvcr thc less hopcfu l  rhat  thc  sp i r i t  in  which thc ta lks  \ \ ' c rc  con-
ductcd,  u ' i l l  cnablc  us to  ovcrconlc  succcssÍu l ìv  thc  dr f f icu l r ics  and thc bor t lc -
t tccks ar is ins  f rorn  thc  cxccut ion o f  thc  Agrccrncnt .

( ) r r  thc  sL lcccss o f  our  rc ìa t ionsh ip  rv i l l  dcpcnd othcr  act ions,  cspcc ia l lv  in
thc i ìc ld  o í  cncrq l , ,  u ,h ich u . i l ì  cor r r r ibutc  rowards thc dcvc lopmcnt  o f  thc
rcq ion.  thar  bcncf i t  thc  par t ics  to  thc  Aqrccmcnr .

' fhus 
concludirrs, I  u'ol l ld l ikc to rcâsscrt that ,vou rvi l l  f ind in thc Pcoplc's

I ìcpt rb l ic  o f  Mozanrb iquc,  an unshakcablc  par tncr ,  rcso lu tc ly  lv i l l ing to  com-

Fl ) '  u ' i th  thc  Asrccrncnt  r , l 'e  s isncc l  a  shor t  whi ìc  ago.


