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E . Address by the Portuguese Minister oÍ Foreign AÍïairs, the Hon Dr Jaime Gama

' l 'hc  
Aerccr Ì ìc r l r  o iCapc Tor , l ,n  rc la t ivc  ro  Cahora Bassa,  that  I  havc jus t

s iqr rcd on bchaì f  o f  por rugal ,  is  an inrpor tant  and syrnbol ic  ianc lmark in  thc

histor,v of intcr-Afr ican rclat ions arrd in the broad framcrn'ork oifr icndship

bct rvccn Er : ropc and Ai r ica.  Th is  c i tv  rvhosc qro l rnds wcrc  f i rs r  s ighrcd by

Porrugucse sa i lors  and af tc r* 'ards foundcd s- i th  the purposc of  supply ' ing

water  to  thc  sh ips o i thc  grcat  in tcrnar iona]  t radc.  f i r rds  aqain  rodav i rs  d imcn-

s ion of  so l idar i ty  by l ink ing i ts  narnc s ' i th  a  s ign i f icant  shar ine of  c r rcrgv for

thc bencf i r  o f  thc  count r ics  o i  thc  rcg ion and.  in  cach onc of  thern,  for  the

rad ia t ion o f  l ight ,  o f  that  k ind rvh ich rv i thout  d is t inc t ion o f  anv sor t  i l lumi-

nares a l l  men that  comc to  th is  s 'or ld .

A labor ious route o f  d ia loeue.  ncqot ia t ion ar rd  cornpromise has becn

passcd throuqh in  order  to  makc us rcach th is  po in t .  Whcn wc had a d ia logue

in  dcpth rv i th  Prcs idcnt  Machc l .  in  Octobcr  1983,  on thc occas ior r  o f  h is  un-

forgertable r- isi t  to Portusal, and r.r 'hen we arqucd for a dircct dialogue be-

twecn South Af r ica and Mozambiqr re  es a  proqress ive u 'ay  which rvou ld  lead

to the conclusion of an agreement on coexistence betu'ecn the countr ies of

southern Af r ica,  on the occas ion of  thc  v is i t  o f  Min is ter  P ik  Borha to  L isbon

at the end oiNovernber 1983, we were offcr ing the contr ibution of Portugal

for  the g iganr ic  d ip lomat ic ,  po l i r ica l ,  economic and s t ra teg ic  mutar ion thât

was the "Accord o f  Nkomat i " .
81 'subscr ib ing r ìow to  the Agrcernent  o f  Cape Torvn,  rvh ich wes nego-

t ia ted in  less than three months.  Por tusa l  has estab l ished hcrsc l f  as  a  prorago-

n is t  o f  thar  c l imare of  reg ional  t rus t  and of  d1 'namic secur i ty  and peace.  add-

ing to  these the dec is ive component  o f  the technology for  development  and

thc democrat ic  engagement  o f  Europe.

We have becn loyal to thc inrernational f inancial commitments which rn'e

assumed on the account  o f  Cahora Bassa.

We do not  and shal l  not  quest ion the agreements  re la t ive to  the pro ject  that

we have with Mozambique and are prior to her independence. We shall  íul ly

rcspecr the enrai lrnent \ \ 'e now assurrre together rvi th Mozambique and South

Africa on one of the largesr hydro-electr ic potentials of the world. We do not

want  prof i t  f rom Cahora Bassa -  wejust  do not  want  loss.  We ne i ther  want

to  cont inue to  \ \ :a tch the absurd and scandalous s i tuat ion o f  a  fu l lv  equippcd

darn,  pa id  n ' i rh  sacr i f ice  by Porrugal ,  and t rom u 'h ich in  the cnd nobody

bcne f i ts .

l ìe ing a  cont r ibut ion o f  the Por tugucsc pcoplc  to  thc  progress o f  Af r ica,

which is  c lear ly  a  p lur inat iona l  and mul t i rac ia l  recc iver ,  Cahora Bassa is  an

cntg-prise which has a great econoÌnic dimension and that ccrtainly lvi l ì  pro-
n-róre rvcalth and social progress in the rcgion. I t  is an cnterprise that rvi l l

sa t is fy  in  thc  best  loca l  condi t ions the cncrgct ic  necds of  very  impor tant  in-

dusrr ia l  arcas in  South Af r ica and v i ra l  rcg ions of  Mozambique.  But  Cahora

I lassa has a lso e  potcnt ia l to  dcvc lop in  rvhat  conccrns thc poss ib ie  d ive rs i f ica-

t ion o f  supply  to  o ther  evcntua l  A i r ican c l icnrs .  Thus i t  is  o f  thc  u tmost  im-

por tance and urgcncy to  cs tab l ish the condi t ions for  a  cont inua l  and regular

suppìy  o f  energy l rom Cahora Bassa.  Only  in  those c i rcumstanccs and as a
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rcs l r l t  o f  thc  imnrcd ia tc  bcncf i ts  dc l ivcrcd,  i t  u ' i l Ì  bc  poss ib lc  for  a  gcncra l izcd

f  cc l inc  o f  t rus t  in  thc  rc l iab i l i t l 'o f  thc  c t r tc rpr isc  ro  bc cs ta Ì r l ishcd.

For  th is  r t :asor ì  t l rc  cy 'cs  o f  rhc  c Ì r t i rc  Af r ican cont i r ìc t ì t  and no lv ,  a lso thc

cycs o iPor tugal ,  arc  íocusscd on th is  count ry ,  rvh ich is  today our  host ,  and

op thc fa i th fu lncss which,  I  arn  sure,  i ts  ìcadcrs  rv i l l  rna in ta in  in  thc  s tab i l iz ing

cvo lur ion that  is  tak ing p lacc i r r  thc  rcq ion aí ter  "Nkotnat i "  and of  u 'h ich,  thc

contnt i tmcrr t  jus t  nou '  so lcnrn l l '  taken by us,  is  an cxprcss ion.  Lct  the

"Accord o f  Nkornat i "  be rcspr-c tcd,  lc t  t l ' rc  Aqrccmcnt  o f  Cape Torvn be

t i r l t ì l l cd  and thc s igna l rv i l l  cor lc  across for  a  ncu 'cra  o f  t ranqui l i tv  and peacc-

f rr l  cvoh-rt ion ior al l  thosc rvho l ivc in southcrrr Atr ica and r,r ' ish to bui ld thcir

f ì r turc  u ' i th in  the b ind ing of  so l idar i ry .  Por tueal  is  proud to  cont r ib t t te  and to

prrt icipatc in a cornnritment s,hich is deepl,v changing rhe intertrat ional re-

lar ions and in  u 'h ich Af r ica assunìcs hcrse l f  in  hcr  cnt i re ty  wi thout  tu tc lagc or

qu idarrcc  o f  anv k ind.  My best  rv ishcs are thar  thc  e l for t  madc by Por tugal

n' i l l  in the cnd nÌcan pcace and r" 'cl l -bcine for 1'6ut countr ies, and for al l  who

l ivc  in  th is  reg ion.  Look ing at  the prescnt  and s lanc ing at  the fu turc  I  arn

ccr ta in  that  Cahora Bassa is  ç 'or th  i t !

Texts for  i terns (A) to (E) issued bv the South Afr ican Dcpartmcnt oíForeign Al fa i rs and

Informat iorr .  A fu l l  copv of the Contract  rvordins is  avai lable f rom t l ' re SAIIA on request .
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