
Statement by the South AÍr ican Minister oÍ Foreign AÍÍairs, lhe Hon R.F Botha

I r  is  rny p leasure today to  rve lcomc ro  Sourh Af r ica Dr  Ja ime Gan-ra the

Forc ign Min isrer  o f  the RcpubÌ ic  o f  Por tugal  and h is  dc lcgat ion,  and Mr

Ì \ {ar io  Machungo,  Min is ter  o f  P lanning of  thc  Pcople 's  Repubi ic  o f  Mozam-

b iquc  and  h i s  dc l cca t i on .
We have jus t  s igncd a nerv  Agrccnrcnt  re la t ing to  the Cahora Bassa Pro-

icct. Thc original project was crected and f inanced by Portugal in tcrms of an

Agreemcnt  entercd inro  bctwcen South Af r ica and Por tugal  in  1969.

As a rcsu l t ,  howevcr ,  o f  changing t imcs and c i rcumstanccs and more espc-
c ia l l l ' thc  a t ra inment  o f  indepcndcnce by thc  People 's  Rcpubl ic  o f  Mozanrb i -
qr rc  i t  bccame ncccssary  to  conc lud c  a  new Agrecment  in  rvh ich a l l  thrce coun-
rncs -Sou rh  A f r i ca ,  Mozamb iquc  and  Po r tuga l - ' \À ' ou ld  pa r t i c i pa te  on  a
bas is  o f  sovcre ign cqual i ry .

That  As l rccmcnt  has now becn s igned and rv i rh  i t  the way has bccn paved
fclr a ncrv cra of closcr cconornic co-opcration and dcvcìoprï lcnt.

Thc nc'uv Agrccmcnt is onc u'hich is undoubtcdly of bcncfi t  to al l  threc of
our  count r ies  and ' * 'h ich,  as  i t  s ta tcs  in  i ts  Prcamble,  can s ign i f icant ly  con-
t r ibutc  to  thc  peacc and prospcr i t .v  o f  thc  southcrn Af r ica rcg ion as a  rvho le  as
u 'c l l  as  to  thc  cconorn ic  dcvc loprr - ìent  and wcl fãrc  o f  our  rcspcct ivc  pcoplcs .

Th is  Aercemcnt  fo l ìou 's  in  thc  wakc oÍ ,  and indccd u 'as nradc poss ib lc  by
thc Accord o iNkomat i r  s isncd by thc  Pr imc Min is tcr  o f  South A l r ica and thc
I ) rcs idcnt  o I the l )cop le 's  Rcpubl ic  o f  Mozambiquc on 16 March- jusr  ovcr
six tvccks ago. As you nlav scc wc have lost no t irnc in takine a stcp furrhcr
t l re  pronr isc  o f  fururc  co-opcrar ion íorcshadorvcd in  rhar  Accorc l .

Thcrc  can,  I  bc l icve,  be Íès-  pro jcc ts  as impor t rn t  for  rhc  dcvc lopmcnt  o f  a
nat ion âs the scnerât ion and supply  o f  c lcc t r ic i tv .  I t  is  a  v i ta l  conrponcnt  for
thc  indust r ia l  dcve lopr ìcnt  o f  an1 'count ry  as s ,c l l  as  for  t l rc  rnatcr ia l  rvc l fare
of i ts  pcople .

South Air ica thcrcfore dcplorcs those reccnt acts of tcrrorisnr in Mozam-
biquc dcs igr rcd to  sabotage thc t ransnr iss ion l incs o f  thc  Cahora Bassa Pro-
jcc t .  They scrve on ly  to  dcpr ive thc  pcople  o f  Ì \ {ozarnb ique of  thc  bcncf i rs
that rhey arc cnti t led to cxpcct irom thc projcct- i t  is thcy vvho sut-fcr mosr
fror:r thcse acts of violcnce.

South Afr ica unrescrvcdly condcrnns terrorism and support for rcrrorisnr
u'hcrevcr i t  may occur and in \ \ 'hatcvcr form it  nray occur. We bel ieve that
Mozambique and Por tugal jo in  us in  our  condenrnat ion.

In  conc lus ion may I  cxpress rhc hope thar  i t  rv i Ì l  nor  bc long bcfore Cahora
Bassa oPerates a t  maximur Ì Ì  capac i ty  and that  the powcr  f rom i t  v , ' i l l
strcl lgthcn the bonds bctrn'een our rcspccrive countr ies and l ight the rvay for
furthcr co-opcration on the sub-corìr incnr of Afr ica.


