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POWER supplies to South
Africa from Cahora Bassa
hyd roe lec t r i c  p ro jec t  i n
Nlozambique have been cut
off for nearly three months
and  may  have  ceased
altogether.

The totat breakdown in the ex-
J .ens ive  and care f  u l lY-p lanned
Í.'ansmission network, linking the
h{35m dam on the Zambesi River
with South AÍrica, highlights the
importance of nert week's Sovern-
ment-level talks between Pretoria
and Maputo.

B r i n g i n g  t h e  C a h o r a  B a s s a
schcme back on stream is the goal
cf one of the four working grouPs in
the talks.

The group discussing the dam
witÌ be-chaìred by the Direcüor-
General of the DePartment of Min-
eral and Energy AJÍairs, Dr Sarel
rìu Plessis, and will include repre'

"Over the last three years the power r+as bought externaliy in No-
Cahora Bassa power supply bas vember.
been very unreliable and may now Nearly aÌl electricity bought out-
have ceased altogether," an Escom side SA comes from Cahorã Bassa.
spokesman said' .r..  ̂ :--^J ^ ^^- AtthoughEscomhasexpandedits

Escom. originalìy signed a con- doúestic"g.n.iãúng ãapJ.ity iince
tract with th.e project r.owners - a the Cahorã gaúã í"ppïi 
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consortium based in Lisbon - un-
der which the sA grid was allocated stream' the dam's contribution to

1323 MW. 
;rru wctò arrL'LcrLs\r SS]l.porytr supply next year couÌd

The contract was suspended two still be important

y"ão ãgó *ú.n serioú intermp With the Qk g{ meeting next
[ions oc"curred to the dam,s ovin winter's peak electricity demand in
por"ã, ,uppi'.- SA now demanding Escom's urgent
' ,,Fo. thã 

'tirst 
three y€rs oí, attention, the inclusion of the Ca-

opeiation the-õãhora Basia power bora Bassa scheme in the SA-
iüppÍi cã.J túrouãú ãn a rãÈutãi Mozambique talks is timelv'
and firm basis. ButÉince 1980 it has Escem only just met last year's
been unrel iable,"  the Escom recorí l  demand of  15 ô39 MW witb-
spokesman said. out power cuts.

In 1981 the rate oÍ availabiüty of a full Cahora Bassa contribution
Ç:hora Bassa power to the Escom uf I 373 MW to the Escom grid next
gi'id stood at only 2l,l7o.In 1982 it winter,woüld meet nearly t0% of,
tel,_!o_&1_7a lle le83 figure E ul___Xa! !gma!q,_
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