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coastline of its prawns - and local
maritime authoÍilies are powerless to
pevent this.

Mozambican fishermen last Year
rcpoíed a onstaot pÍescnce of South
African boats in Mozambican walers,
primarily in Machungulo Bay ãkm
sruthof Maputo.

Before you shelland PoP hat
delicious LM píawn in youÍ mouth,

consideÍhatÜ|e PÍawn was PÍobably
illegally caught oÍÍhe Mozambique
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Africans," says Nhambc. "We immerli-
ately inform lhe National Maritime
Directorate who lodge complains with
ttB South African autlrorities."

But the government, which sPnds

about 45 pefcen{ of ils revenue on the
counlry's war efforl ,  lacks the
Íesourues lo slop ttre plunder. The mar-
itime aulhorities don't have a singlç
bxrai --:- and helicopters that could be
used lo control i l lçgal f ishing are
cngaged in anli-insurgency oprations.

The expoí of prawns conlributes'10
peÍceni to Mozambiquc's foreign
exchange earningp and illegal Íishing is
a scriou lhreat lo one of the oluntry's
most valuúle ÍesouÍc€s.

"The consequerccs of this form of
ecological destÍuct ion won't dif fer
from lhose of lhe war in the counlry-
side," says Luis Martins, a biologist
from lhe slate sccretariat for fshing.

The govemment has be8,un to touglt-
en up its conlrols on legislation and
measures to pÍevent the overexploita-
tion of marine Íesources, including a
rcvision of the Íìshing calerdar, limit-
ing lirxnces to foreign ftshing concems
and penaltics for disÓeying the law.
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SA ships strip coast of LM Prawns
IRATE ships which sail into
Mozambique's lerri lorial
waleÍs, mainly from South
Afric+ arc illegally stripping the

'"Ihey are only úle to catch Ílsh out

lhere on the high sea 8s PÍawns arc
ãbundant only in shallow walers. So
thcy come right in here to zones which
they know are out of bounds," said
Ernesto Nhambe, the director of
MaÍitime fulministraüon in Maputo.

Theboas are wrtally sPottedbY fish-
ermen in dhows or marirc guards, who
inform the marilime authorities. "We
speak to them over the radio and lhat's
how we found out theY are South


