
SINCE 19@, prawns have beeu FT,
the number one foreigu ' 

15 lt lq I

ffi;F{ileffi Rare successearned the country $39.4m out
oftotal foreign excbangc earn-
ings of $101.1m-

Moaambique's ffshing fleet is
small, mucb of it inherited
from Portuguese colonialists,
who lled the natlon at indepeu-
dence in lgf6. But joint ven-
hirre and licensing aSreements
with Japanese, Soviet, Soutb
African and Spanish compa-
nies have proved remarkably
successful in capitalis' ' on
tbe f lsbing resour of
Mozambique.

Sound marketlng strategies
have been adopted in Europe
(moEtly Spain, Italy and
Franco), JaDan and South

Aftica. Pescom, a government
owned company wbich has
marketed much of Mozambi-
que's prawn production, has
proved one of the rare suc-
cesses of state enterprise.

The prawn industry has
been relatively insulated from
the effects of the war althoWh
ehortages of petroleum and
power cuts have hurt the sec-
tor.

However, tbere' are slgBo

that the sballow-ivater prawu
reSources may be over-er-
ploited and stockg of deep
water prawn, Iobster and crab
arc unknown. Last year, tbe
govern:nent aSain placed a ban
on the fishing of prawns fmm
December I to January 31 in
order to allow stocks to r€cover
and increase. The targeted
prawn catch for this year has
been fixed at 7,500 tons,
sllgbtly less tbsn that s€t for

1990. Tbe industry is also fac-
ing increased competition from
farmed prawns in Asia-

ForeiSn investmeDt is being
encouragd in tbe frshing sec-
tor, particulady in arcas otber
tban prawn. Good reeourc€s of -

crab, lobster, scad, mackerel,
anchovy, sardine and tuna are
believed to exist. But sea
bream, grouper, octopul, oys.
ter, snapper aud mussel
r€sources, moetly in nortbern
fishirB zones, remain particu- *
Iarly under exploited-

Partnerships are beinB
invited for Mozambique's two
fish canneries in Beira and
Maputo which remain under
supplied with raw materiai and
trying to develop export poten-.
tial iu crab, clams and other
molluscs.
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