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M ozambique: TheVideo
BY LARRY KUEHN

Larry Kuehn is a teacher/educator, and
part of the editorial collective of New
Directions. -Ele is presently working for
CUSO.

Mozambique: The Struggle For Sur-
aiaal, produced by Video Africa, di-
rected by Bob k A.ny Coen. 57
min., colour video, Mozambique-
Zimbabwe 1987. Rental: $74/$55
(Available from IDERA Films, 2524
Cypress, Vancouver V6J 3N2.)

How best could a filmmaker con-
vince an audience of skeptics that
the MNR - the bandidos in Mozam-
bique - are in the service of South
Africa and trained and supplied by
South Africa?

What more powerful evidence
could be provided than the head of
intell igence from Ian Smith's Rhode-
sian regime telì ing the story of how
they created the MNR (Renamo)
in the mid-7O's, and turned it over
to South Africa when Robert NÍu-
gabe took over and Rhodesia be-
came Zimbabwe?

Just such testimony from Ken
Flower, former head of the Rhode-
sian intelligence service, is rÀ/o-
ven throughout Mozambique -  lhe
Struggle for Surt;iual. It provides the
clinching evidence, should any be
needed, that'achieving peace and de-
velopment in l\Íozambique requires
an end to the apartheid system in
South Africa.

Flower describes how the Rhode-
sians built a secret army, emphasiz-
ing that "at no time did the move-
ment (the tttXR) have its own pe
l i t icaì  program." Rather,  rvhat the
Rhodesians, and later the South
Africans, offered was a "*a)' of life."

NIuch of  the v ideo descr ibes that
way of l i fe - robbing, kil l ing, de-
strof  ing and mut i lat ing.

One of the Renamo defectors in-
terv ierved tel Ìs about an operat ion in
whicÌr  he took part .  The óandidos he

was with went in and destroyed a vil-
lage, rounding up the vil lagers, tak-
ing their clothing and food, and se-
lecting out the teachers, Ieaders and
Frelimo people to kil l .

A mutilated victim - with ears
and nose cut off - recounts her ex-
perience, describing the terror of the
terrible violence directed against her
and many others.

And shot after shot shows torn
up rail l ines, bombed bridges and
refugees barely able to find food,
clothing and sheÌter.

. The video pictures a country fac-
ing war, a wrecked economy, mil-
lions of internal refugees, famine -
and chiÌdren who have less chance of
surviving to aduÌthood than in any
other country.

Yet, strangeiy enough, this is not
a statement of despair. It is, as the
tit le says, about struggle, about not
giving up, about working to rebuild.

The shots of destruction are bal-
anced by views of the beauty of the
country - its beaches, its country-
s ide, i ts people.

And it tells about the recent
opening of the market system and
improvements in food supplies in the
cities.

Efforts to reform the armY are
detai led,  including the training of
middle rank officers in Zimbabwe bY
the Brit ish army.

Gains are being made in control
of the country by Frelimo, with the
army winning back some areas, and
troops from Zimbabwe and Tanzania
helping to protect the vital rail cor-
ridors so that transportation can be
restored.

Mozambique - the Struggle for
Suruiaal has sufficient breadth, bal-
ance and detail to provide a good in-
troduction to audiences of that vast
number of Canadians who know vir-
tualÌy nothing about Mozambique,
often mistaking it for that island off
the east coast of Africa, Madagascar.

This is a long video - 57 min-
utes - so coherently structured that
it would be very difficult to select
out a portion to show for situations
that require a shorter presentation.
That coherence is aÌso one of its real

:lr.ï*,nr 
as an educational experi-

The fiìm works, then, on two vi-
tally interconnected levels. Mozam-
bique, as a country, is presented
sympathetically in its efforts to sur-
vive the ruthless onslaught of South
Africa. But N{ozambique is Mozam-
bicans. The cruel fact is that, for
the individual peasants whose lives
are shown in the v ideo, their  hope
each day is that the war's reach wil l
be escaped another night.
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Vi l lage burned by lhe bandi ts in Sofala,  t r [ozantbique
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